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CAIRO ( R) — Aa Egyptian prosecutor on Saturday remanded 
two Israeli Arabs in custody for 15 days for further investigation 
into suspicions they were spies, security sources said. They said a 
state security prosecutor ordered Fares Subhi Masrati and his 
daughter Fayqa held at a maximum-security prison in Cairo but 
gave no further details. Mr. Masrad's son, Majed, and Israeli 
businessman David Ovitz have also been arrested in the case. 
Security sources said Majd had tried to cross into Israel on a 
forged passport. Israel has urged Egypt to release the four to 
avoid damaging relations. 
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PL© says it has evidence Libya not involved 

NICOSIA (AP) — A senior advisor 10 PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat said 
Saturday that a secret investigation into the bombing of Pan Am 103 over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, has revealed that Libya was not involved. Bosun i 
Abu Sharif told the Associated Press in Nicosia a few hours after Mr. 
Arafat's return from Tripoli ro Tunis that the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation was willing to cooperate with any international investigation 
to prove the accuracy of its information, said Mr. Abu Sharif. “The PLO 
has gathered very accurate and sensitive information related to the 
Lockerbie affair. This information points clearly to the involvement of 
Middle East parties, not Libya, in this crime,’' Mr. Abu Sharif said in a 
telephone interview from Tunis. He refused to name the parties allegedly 
involved but said the PLO has “a detailed list of the names of the people 
who were directly involved in plotting and executing this crime. Libya as a 
government and the two Libyans cited by the American and the British 
governments as being involved in this operation are not linked whatsoev- 
er.” 
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/Lovelorn schoolboy 
shoot s himself on 
'.Valentine’s Day 

LIMASSOL, Cyprus (AP) — A 
teenage schoolboy shot himself 

00 Valentine’s Day because his 
parents forbade him to see the 

. girl be loved, police said Satur- 
1 day. Militades Schinis, 16, stole 
. te father’s shotgun and went to 
his school at dawn Friday. There, 

10 the playground, be fired a 
angle round into his chest whicb 

. penetrated the heart. School- 
mates found his blood-stained 
body lying on the ground when 
they arrived for morning classes. 
At his home, a note he left to his 
parents said: “I must die because 

1 cannot imagine myself leaving 
the classroom during a recess and 
oot seeing and talking to her ... I 
loved her in the pure sense, as I 
never loved anyone before.” The 
identity on the girl was not dis- 
closed, but his note indicated she 
was a schoolmate. 

OPEC agrees to cut 

011 output and prop 
up prices 

’.GENEVA (R) — OPEC oil 
’ hiinisters agreed on Saturday to 
cut runaway oil output in a bid to 
shore up oil prices, Kuwaiti Oil 
Minister Hamoud Abdullah A1 
Rqobah said. He told reporters 
the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries had decided 
to reduce its output to 22.9 mil- 
lion barrels per day. The group is 
currently pumping around 24.4 
million bpd, an amount that is 
weighing on prices in a market 
awash with crude. 

Sikh militants kill 10 

AMRITSAR, India (AP) — Sikh 
militants killed two Hindu sup- 
porters of an election candidate 
and wounded eight bystanders 
Saturday in random shooting in 
Punjab, police said. In another 
incident Saturday, a bomb blast 
outside a Hindu politician's home 
killed a guard and injured 22 
supporters. News reports said at 
least seven other people were 
killed Saturday by Sikh extrem- 
ists who have vowed to thwart 
scheduled Feb. 19 elections for 
the Punjab state legislature. Bal- 
loting will be held for 13 parlia- 
ment seats. 

Iran frees Indian 
PoWs 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Iran 
on Saturday freed three Indians 
captured while fighting on the 
Iraqi side in the final days of the 
1980-88 Gulf war, Tehran radio 
reported. The broadcast, moni- 
tored in Nicosia, said the Indians 
were handed over to the Indian 
ambassador in Tehran, Moham- 
mad Hamid Ansari. Other mer- 
cenaries, mainly Arabs from 
Egypt, Lebanon, Tunisia and 
Sudan have been freed by Iran in 
recent months. The number of 
those still imprisoned is not 
Utnown. 

Mother Teresa said 
to be ‘tired’ 

ROME (R) — The religious 
order of Mother Teresa, the 81- 
year-old missionary nun who is 
recovering from heart surgery, on 
Saturday denied reports she had 
suffered another heart attack 
while via ting Rome. “No, no, 
she was a bit tired, that's all,” 
a spokeswoman for the mis- 
sionary Sisters of Charity. “She's 
having a rest” No date had been 
fixed for feer return to India, she 

If was not clear where 
Mother Teresa was resting and no 
°ther details were immediately 
available. 

Saddam tours 
bombed palace 

Baghdad (r) — president 

Hussein went to see how 
rebuilding of his bombed 
PfcsdentiaJ palace was going on 
Saturday and lew workers what 
file Iraqi news agency described 
i* a helping and inspiring band. It 
*kl President Saddam visited to 
he palace to inspect “what the 
Trions aggressors destroyed of 
ertain wings of the palace, which 
'as the target of hostile bombing 
>y imperialists and Zionists.” 
'he palace was lut by the U.S.- 
-*d coalition on Jan. 17, in the 
r$t wave of a 42-day bombard- 
ient of Iraq at the start of the 
hdf war. 


King receives PLO team 

Arabs intensify 
coordination ahead 
of Washington talks 


Combined agency dispatches 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein Saturday received at the 
Royal Court a delegation repre- 
senting the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and ex- 
changed with its members views 
about progress in the Middle East 
peace process as well as the com- 
ing stage of bilateral talks set for 
Feb. 24 in Washington . 

The PLO delegation grouped 
Yasser Abed Rabbo, Yasser 
Amr, Suleiman A1 Najab as well 
as Abram Hanieh, President Yas-' 
ser Arafat's advisor and A1 Tayeb 
Abdul Rahim, Palestine ambas- 
sador to Jordan. 

Chief of the Royal Court 
Adnan Abu Odeb attended the 
meeting. 

The PLO team was earlier re- 
ceived by Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker and DepHty 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Transport Ali Subeimat. 

Discussion during the meeting 
covered political developments 
related to the ongoing Middle 
East peace process and 
Jordanian -Palestinian coordina- 
tion that precedes the coming 
session of bilateral negotiations 
on Feb. 24. 

The two sides also discussed 
the general Arab situation and 
means' of ensuring coordination 
among the Arab parties taking 
part in the peace process with a 
view to reaching a unified Arab 
position with regard to the peace 
process. 

On the eve of the Jordanian- 
Palestinian meetings, the Pales- 
tine ambassador. Mr. Abdul 
Rahim paid tribute to a joint 
statement issued after the meet- 
ing in Cairo between Egyptian 
and Saudi officials. 

He said that the statement 
voiced the two countries full sup- 
port for the Palestinian people’s’ 
rights and total rejection of the 
ongoing Israeli settlement prog- 
ramme in the Arab lands and the 
drive to bring about a change in 
the character of the Holy City of 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Abdul Rahim expressed 
hope that the coming few days 
will witness an Arab meeting at 
the foreign ministers' level to 
coordinate the Arab parties' 
stands in the coming peace talks. 

Meanwhile Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber arrived in Syria 


Saturday to coordinate stands 
ahead of the next round of Mid- 
dle East peace talks. 

With his Syrian counterpart. 
Farouq A1 Sharaa, standing next 
to him. Dr. Abu Jaber said: “My 
presence is in fact for the purpose 
of establishing understanding be- 
tween me and my brother, Shar- 
aa, over the forthcoming 
Washington talks." 

The fourth round of bilateral 
negotiations between Israel and 
each of its Arab foes — Jordan, 
the Palestinians, Syria and Leba- 
non — is scheduled for Feb. 24 in 
Washington. Jordan and the 
Palestinians have said they would 
attend, bat Syria and Lebanon 
have yet to make their stands 
clear. 

Before leaving Amman, Dr. 
Abu Jaber told the Associated 
Press that he was seeking to 
“forge a united Arab position 
against Israel's intransigence and 
continuation of its settlement 
policy.'’ The Arabs are deman- 
ding that Israel stop settling Jew- 
ish immigrants in occupied terri- 
tories. 

There have been suggestions 
that the Arabs might halt the 
peace talks unless they extract 
from Israel in the next round of 
talks a commitment to stop the 
settlements. 

Dr. Abu Jaber met this week in 
Amman with the PLO delegation 
to coordinate stands. The PLO 
has been physically excluded 
from the Mideast peace talks, but 
wields strong influence on the 
Palestinian negotiations. 

In an arrival statement, Dr. 
Abu Jaber said he hoped that 
during his visit Syria and Jordan 
“will reach some common factors 
for mapping out future strategy 
and planning cooperation and 
coordination between them.” 

The two countries' different 
approaches towards the peace 
process also have fuelled concern 
that the lack of coordination 
would weaken the Arab position 
in the talks with Israel. 

Syria and Lebanon boycotted a 
multi-party meeting that con- 
vened in Moscow last month to 
promote cooperation among the 
Arabs, world powers and Israel 
on regional matters such as wa- 
ter, environment, disarmament 
and refugees. 

(Cautioned on page 5) 


Make U.N. more 
democratic — Castro 


HAVANA (R) — Cuban Presi- 
dent Fidel Castro, shrugging off 
criticism of Cuba’s one-party 
communist system, said the first 
thing that should be made more 
democratic in the world was the 
United Nations. 

“They talk so much about 
democracy and the first thing that 
should be made more democratic 
is the United Nations.” Mr. Cas- 
tro said in remarks quoted by the 
official communist party news- 
paper Granina on Saturday. 

Granina said he made the re- 
marks on Thursday during a 
meeting with more than 100 
Brazilian intellectuals, artists and 
professionals on a week-long soli- 
darity visit to Cuba. 

Mr. Castro criticised the cur- 
rent system in the U.N. Security 
Council under which a single veto 
bv one of its five permanent 
members — United States, Bri- 
tain, France, China and Russia, 
bolding the seat of the former 
Soviet Union — could block re- 
solutions backed by a majority of 
countries. 

Referring to Cuba's critics, the 
Cuban leader said: “We invite 
them to start by making the Un- 
ited Nations more democratic, 
especially now when the Security 
Council is unfortunately becom- 
ing an instrument of hegemony. 

Following the breakup of the 
Soviet Union, Mr. Castro has 
frequently accused the U.N. 
Security Council of acting as a 
tame instrument of U.S. foreign 
policy. 

The Cuban leader also dismis- 
sed international critics who 
urged Cuba to introduce tough 


Western-style economic adjust- 
ment policies to deal with its 
current economic crisis. 

“They talk so much about hu- 
man rights and the most brutal 
violation of human rights is this 
kind of shock policy,” Mr. Castro 
said. 

He made the remarks over a 
week after Cuba's human rights 
' record came under criticism in 
the U.N. Human Rights Commis- 
sion-in Geneva. 

Mr. Castro said that because of 
the collapse of preferential trade 
ties with eastern Europe and the 
former Soviet Union, Cuba’s fuel 
consumption had been cut to 40 
per cent of former levels and 
exports were below half what 
they were. 

“But see how despite these 
catastrophic consequences there 
is not a single child without a 
school to go to, our universities 
remain open, the hospitals are 
still working and there is not a 
single sick person who does not 
have medical help,” be said. 

In contrast, economic “shock 
policies” being applied in other 
countries were driving millions to 
hunger, Mr. Castro said, without 
naming any specific country. 

“There are countries who have 
a lot of money and every so often 
there’s a social explosion because 
of these shock policies, ” be 
added. 

“With infinitely less resources, 
we are fairly distributing what we 
have and we are maintaining a 
very high level of unity and con- 
sensus in our country,” Mr- Cas- 
tro said. 



His Majesty King Hussein Saturday receives the PLO delegation currently visiting Amman (Petra 
photo) . _ 

Algeria braces for urban warfare 


ALGIERS, Algeria ( AP) — The 
spectre of a prolonged urban 
terrorism campaign confronted 
the government Saturday despite 
temporary success in deterring 
street protests by Muslim fun- 
damentalists. 

In contrast to widespread 
dashes a week ago after Friday 
prayers, state-run and indepen- 
dent media reported no major 
disturbances Friday night or 
Saturday. 

Muslim fundamentalists 
averted what could have been a 
bloody showdown with the 
military-installed government by 
cancelling a banned protest 
march Friday in central Algiers. 

Skirmishes did occur in several 
other dties Friday afternoon, re- 
sulting in at least two deaths and 
74 arrests, according to the state 
radio. 

It said two demonstrators were 
killed and a policeman injured 
when Islamic Salvation Front 
militants tried to organise a de- 
monstration after prayers in AJ 
Khroub, near Constantine. 

The radio said five people were 
wounded by bullets in Maghnia, 
near the Moroccan border; 44 
people were arrested in the 
northwestern city of Mosta- 
ganem, and about 30 people were 
arrested in Ain Della, west of 
Algiers. 

Last weekend, following week- 


ly prayers, at least SO people were 
killed nationwide as fun- 
damentalists vented their anger at 
the government. The new regime 
took power Jan. 22. cancelled 
elections that were expected to 
give the Salvation Front control 
of parliament, and launched a 
crackdown on the party. 

In the past week, a dozen 
security force members have 
been killed in attacks blamed on 
so-called “Afghans" — hardline 
fundamentalists who receive 
guerrilla training in the Afghan 
war. 

Five suspected Afghans were 
killed early Friday in Algiers after 
a shootout with security forces, 
the state TV and radio reported. 

They reportedly were cornered 
by security forces investigating an 
ambush Monday in which six 
policemen were killed. 

Three security force members 
were injured in Friday’s shoot- 
out, and the house where the 
suspects were located blew up, 
reportedly after being hit by 
rocket-grenades. 

The battle occurred in the Cas- 
bah, an ancient Algiers neigh- 
bourhood where revolutionary 
guerrillas took refuge during the 
independence war against France 
from 1956-62. 

An estimated 1,000 or more 


Afghans remain at large, many of 
them believed to operate out of 
derelict houses in the Casbah. 

Security forces, in a change of 
racrics Friday, switched from 
fixed positions around mosques 
to mobile anti-guerrilla units 
combing the Casbah’s narrow 
streets and surveying the city 
from rooftops. 

The Salvation Front initially 
called for the march on Friday to 
demand release of its jailed lead- 
ers and protest the cancellation of 
the second round of parliamen- 
tary elections. 

The new rulers, trying to com- 
bat the rise of Muslim fun- 
damentalism, are in the process 
of banning the front. 

The ruling council also is strug- 
gling to convince the internation- 
al community that Algeria re- 
mains worthy of foreign invest- 
ment, which is considered crucial 
in addressing severe economic 
problems. 

Foreign Minister Lakhdar Ibra- 
himi was due in Saudi Arabia 
Saturday to start a tour of Gulf 
countries, apparently to seek 
financial support for his country. 

The foreign ministry, quoted 
by the Algerian news agency 
APS, said Mr. Ibrahimi would 
examine “ways and means of 
strengthen ties uniting Algeria to 
Gulf countries.” 


3 Israeli soldiers hacked to 
death; Palestinians blame' 

Israeli policy for incident 


EIN IBRAHIM (Agencies) — 
Arab attackers armed with knives 
and axes killed three Israeli sol- 
diers and wounded a fourth at an 
army camp near the occupied 
West Bank, army officials said 
Saturday. 

The attackers were believed to 
be Palestinians who stabbed and 
hacked some of the victims as 
they slept at around midnight 
Friday (2200 GMT), the officials 
said. 

It was the first time in the 
four-year Palestinian uprising 
that Palestinians carried out a 
raid on a base in Israel. It was 
compared to an infiltration from 
Lebanon by hang-glider that left 
six soldiers dead in 1987. 

Hie slayings near this Israeli- 
Arab village could have political 
consequences. Army radio re- 
ported the parliament would hold 
a special session in the coming 
week to discuss the raid. 

Palestinian leader Faisal AJ 
Husseini said on Saturday that 
the attack was the outcome of 
repressive Israeli policy. 

“The Israelis have been car- 
rying out military campaigns in 
Lebanon and other territories,” 
Mr. Husseini told reporters in 
Arab east Jerusalem after hearing 
of the attack. 

“They say it does not hurt the 
peace process. So the other side 
also can do things in the same 
way,” he said. 

Asked about Israeli accusa- 
tions that Palestinians applied a 
double standard in sudi inci- 
dents, Mr. Husseini, the overall 
bead of the Palestinian team to 
Middle East peace talks said: 


“Go back to the Israeli state- 
ments in which they say they have 
the right to do military operations 
and attacks against the Arab 
states who are negotiating with 
Israel." 

Palestinian peace delegation 
spokeswoman Hanan Ashrawi 
said Israel's 24-year occupation of 
the West Bank and Gaia Strip, 
home to 1.75 million Palestinians, 
“produced violence and reaction 
to violence.” 

“The attack reaffirms our posi- 
tion for the need to work in a 
quick way to reach true peace,” 
Dr. Ashrawi said. 

Former cabinet minister Re- 
fa a vam Zeevi of the far-right 
Moledet Party told the radio that 
his past warnings of such attacks 
“fell on deaf ears." The radio 
also quoted left-wing legislators 
as saying the attack was intended 
to put an end to U.S.-backed 
Mideast peace talks in Washing- 
ton. 

The escape of the assailants 
and the fact that some victims 
were untrained immigrants from 
the former Soviet Union also 
raised questions about prepared- 
ness at the camp, about 37 
kilometres southeast of the coas- 
tal city of Haifa. 

Military Chief of Staff Ll Gen. 
Ehud Barak said two of those 
killed were new Soviet immig- 
rants with '‘just several weeks in 
the army” and the third was an 
Israeli corporal. 

“It is as extremely serious inci- 
dent,” Gen. Barak said after 
arriving by helicopter. He said 
the Arabs “attacked a group of 
immigrant soldiers ... with 


knives, axes and pitchforks." 

The two immigrants were kil- 
led in their tents, and the attack- 
ers used a pitchfork to slay the 
Israeli soldier who ran to the 
scene. 

A cot in one tent was covered 
with blood. Outside there was a 
puddle of blood. 

Gen. Barak said investigators 
were uncertain whether the 
attackers were Arab citizens of 
Israel or Palestinians from the 
West Bank, about four 
kilometres south. 

Army radio quoted residents in 
the nearby West Bank town of 
Jenin as saying a claim of respon- 
sibility was made by the “Black 
Panthers,” a local PLO militia. 
But radio reports said Islamic 
fundamentalists were suspected. 

The array’s concern over the 
attack was apparent in that Gen. 
Barak appointed a major general, 
Nehemiah Tamari, to investigate 
the incident. 

An Israeli soldier, who asked 
that his name not be used, said 
the new recruits seemed totally 
unprepared. “I saw a 30-year-old 
man crying. They didn’t even 
know how to load a gun,” the 
soldier said. 

Amir Rosenthal, manager of 
the Gilad collective farm about 
.five kilometres away, said the 
first word of the attack came 
when confused and bedraggled 
soldiers drove to the farm after 
they couldn’t activate their radio. 

Military sources said the 
attackers got away with four of 
the soldiers' guns — • three 
American-made M-16 automatic 
rifles and one GaiiJi submachine 
gun. 


Semi-Muslim summit 
opens in Tehran 


ISTANBIO- (Agencies) — The 
leaders of Iran, Pakistan and 
Turkey will welcome at least 
three ex-Soviet Muslim states 
into an economic dub whose first 
summit opens in Tehran on Sun- 
day. 

The three founder- mem ben. of 
the Economic Cooperation Orga- 
nisation (ECO) hope the inclu- 
sion of Azerbaijan. Turkmenis- 
tan. Uzbekistan and possibly Ta- 
jikistan will inject new life into a 
group which has existed unobtru- 
sively for 27 years. 

President Turgut Ozal flew to 
Tehran on Saturday for the sum- 
mit. 

Pakistan's Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif also arrived in 
Tehran Saturday ro attend the 
summit. 

ECO foreign ministers agreed 
in Ankara this month to admit 
the first three and accept Tajikis- 
tan, whose president is due to 
attend the Tehran summit, if it 
made a formal application. 

“We would like ECO to gain 
new impetus and this first summit 
is a chance to discuss its future." 
KayaToperi, spokesman of Tur- 
kish president, told Reuters. 

Apart from taking in new 
members, ECO heads of state 
will approve a 10 per cent lower- 
ing of tariff barriers between 
them and discuss steps towards 
freer trade and movement. 

The meeting will also give them 
an opportunity to discuss regional 
disputes such as the civil war in 
Afghanistan and the conflict be- 
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan 
over Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Iran, Pakistan and Turkey alt 
say they support U.N. peace 
efforts for Afghanistan, seen as 
another potential ECO member. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati said on Friday he 
would visit Yerevan and Baku 


next week in a peace mission 
requested by Armenia. Both 
sides ignored an earlier Turkish 
offer to mediate in the fight over 
the mainly Armenian enclave in 
Azerbaijan, which has cost more 
than 1.000 lives since 1988. 

ECO started out as a loose 
economic pact between the Mus- 
lim states which had been part of 
the military Central Treaty Orga- 
nisation (CENTO) set up by the 
United Slates and Britain in the 
1950s to deter the Soviet Union 
from expanding southwards. 

Now pro- Western, secular Tur- 
key and fundamentalist Iran are 
offering sharply contrasting mod- 
els to the new Muslim republics 
— and Washington wants its Tur- 
kish ally's influence to prevail. 

"Turkey is indeed a friend, a 
partner of the United States. And 
it’s also a model to others — 
especially those newly indepen- 
dent republics of central Aria," 
LLS. President George Bush told 
visiting Prime Minister Suleyman 
Demi re l this week. 

The two leaders agreed to ex- 
pand joint efforts io~ provide re- 
lief aid and longer-term technical 
assistance to the four prospective 
ECO members, as well as Kyr- 
gyzstan and Armenia. 

U.S. officials said they wanted 
Turkey, oriented towards free- 
marker, democratic ideas, to out- 
do Iran in the competition for 
Muslim hearts and minds in the 
former Soviet republics. 

Mr. Demirel. sounding a cau- 
tious note, said Turkey was not 
competing with anyone in central 
Asia and the Transom casus. 

Turkey and Iran have main- 
tained reasonably good lies de- 
spite underlying tensions, which 
include charges by Ankara, de- 
nied in Tehran, or Iranian sup- 
port for Turkey's rebel Kurds. 


U.S. sells $6 billion 
worth of arms to 
Mideast in past 9 months 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent George Bush called last May 
for restraint in weapons sales to 
the Middle East. Since then the 
United States has transferred ab- 
out $6 billion worth of arms to the 
region, according to the Arms 
Control Association. 

Figures complied from Penta- 
gon, congressional and other gov- 
ernment sources show the United 
States has sent S19 billion in 
weapons to the Middle East in 
the 17 months since Iraq invaded 
Kuwait, the private research 
group said in a recent report. 

Saudi Arabia got $14.8 billion 
worths and Egypt $2.17 billion 
worth. 

Asked if the sales since May 
were consistent with Mr. Bush’s 
proposal. Richard Boucher, a 
State Department spokesman , re- 
plied: “Any transfer that we en- 
gaged in are fully consistent with 
the president's initiative and the 
guidelines that have been agreed 
upon for conventional weapons 
transfers already by the five coun- 
tries involved in the initiative.” 

Mr. Boucher said he could not 
verify the figures made public by 
the Arms Control Association. 

The five countries that agreed 
to establish guidelines for arms 
sales to the Middle East were the 
United States, the Soviet Union, 
Britain, France and China. They 
are scheduled to hold talks here 
next Thursday, with Russia tak- 
ing the Soviet place. 

Mr. Bush's initiative dealt with 
sale of non-nuclear weapons to 
Israel. Egypt, Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Morocco, Oman. 
Bahrain and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

According to the association, 
the weapons transfers included 
each of the five categories of arms 
identified in a 1990 agreement. 
The agreement was designed to 
reduce weapons in Europe that 
conld be used for “launching 
surprise attack and for initialing 
large-scale offensive action.” 

They include mam battle tanks, 
armoured vehicles, heavy artil- 
lery, combat aircraft and attack 
helicopters. 

Since 1989, U.S. aims exports 
to developing countries have in- 
creased by 138 per cent , the 
report said. In 1990, increased 


U.S. exports and the disintegra- 
tion of the Soviet Union com- 
bined to make the United States 
the world's largest exporter of 
weapons to the developing world 
for the first time since 1984. 

The association reported these 
U.S. arms transfers -from August 
1990 through December 1991: 

Bahrain, $37 million, including 
27 main battle tanks. 

Egypt. S2.17 billion, including 
46 fighter planes, 80 air-to- 
surface missiles and 240 antitank 
and antipersonnel cluster bombs. 

Israel. $467.9 million, includ- 
ing two Patriot batteries and 64 
Patriot missiles. 

Kuwait, $350 million to im- 
prove air bases. 

Morocco, $250 million, includ- 
ing 20 used fighter planes. 

Oman, $150 million for 199 
armoured personnel carriers. 

Saudi Arabia, $14.8 billion, 
including 24 fighter planes equip- 
ped with missiles, 150 main battle 
tanks and 12 Patriot fire units. 

United Arab Emirates, $737 
million, including 20 helicopters 
with 620 missiles. 

In a separate report, the U.S. 
Arms Control and Disarmament 
Agency said military spending 
around the world fell by $22.5 
billion 1989, the last year covered 
in its survey. 

From 1985 through 1989, the 
U.S. agency said, the Soviet Un- 
ion was the No. 1 arms supplier in 
the Middle East, providing 
roughly $24 billion worth. The 
main recipients were Iraq, $13 
billion; Syria. $6.1 billion; North 
Yemen, $1.6 biliion-South Ye- 
men. $1.4 bilh’on. and Jordan- 
$1.2 billion. 

The United States exported 
$11.2 billion in arms in 1989 and 
pas the second largest arms ex- 
porter to the Middle East hi 
7985-89, providing $15.4 billion 
in weapons. Israel received $6 1 
billion worth; Saudi Arabia $5 
billion, and Egypt, $2.9 billion. 

- In 1989, the report said, world 
military expenditures rose in cur- 
rent dollars to slightly over $1 
trillion. The Middle East is the 
world’s largest importer, takine 
$12.1 billion in 1989, or roughly 
27 per cent of the world’s arms 
market. 
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Libya says hearing to be held in Pan Am investigation 


ROME ( AP) — With momentum 
gaining for an arms and air 
embargo against Tripoli, Libya 
announced Friday; that it will 
conduct a public court hearing for 
two Libyans wanted in the west 
for the 1988 Pan Am bombing. 

The announcement by the 
state-controlled news agency 
JANA appeared to be yet 
another move by a worried reg- 
ime to make it seem it is trying to 
please the West and forestall the 
crackdown without actually bow- 
ing to U.S. and British demands 
for the surrender of the pair, 
described in indictments as in- 
telligence agents. 

At the United Nations, a draft 
of the embargo resolution was 
expected to be circulated among the 
Security Council as early as Fri- 
day. Diplomats there said the 
measure will pass, possibly by 


month's end. 

But in Paris, a foreign ministry 
spokesman, Maurice Gourdault- 
Montagne, said the announce- 
ment of a new U.N. resolution 
extending sanctions against Libya 
“is premature.” 

Libya was dismayed last month 
by an unanimous Security Coun- 
cil vote urging Tripoli to hand 
over the suspects. 

While Col. Moammar Qadhafi 
has denied that the two men 
worked for intelligence and has 
vowed that Libya will never turn 
over the wanted men, Libya has 
said a Libyan supreme court 
judge is conducting an investiga- 
tion of the allegations that the 
pair helped plan and carry out the 
bombing of flight 103 over Lock- 
erbie, Scotland. The attack killed 
270 people. 

The investigation is itself 


strange as Qadhafi has asserted 
on several occasions that there 
was no bomb — in his view, the 
jumbo jet crashed into a gas 
station, prompting its explosion. 

Friday’s announcement of the 
bearing — JANA did not say 
where or when it would be — 
came on the heels of a Qadhafi 
statement to French television 
that four Libyan officials sus- 
pected in another terrorist air- 
plane bombing — that of a 
French UTA flight over Africa — 
were willing to go to France to 
face charges. The 1989 attack 
claimed the lives of 170 people'. 
One of the four suspects is 
Qadhafi's brother-in-law, Abdal- 
lah Senoussi. 

Qadhafi's opening to the 
French could be aimed at 
weakening French support for an 


embargo. 

Diplomats at the United Na- 
tions said Thursday that 
Washington, London and- Paris 
have agreed on an embargo re- 
solution. 

The embargo reportedly 
would cover the sales of weapons, 
military hardware and airplane 
parts and equipment as well as 
ban air travel to and from the 
North African nation. 

JANA’s report, monitored in 
Rome, said the judge would hold 
H an open investigation session” 
with the two Libyans. 

Several phone rails throughout 
the day Friday went unanswered 
at the justice ministry. 

“1 swear I know only what I 
bear from you reporters’’ about 
the hearing, said Mohammed 
Sarid, an official at the Informa- 
tion Ministry. 


S. lawyer champions Jailed Saudi sheikh 


RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — 
A Western human-rights cam- 
paign on behalf of a jailed Saudi 
shiekh heated up Friday when 
American Lawyer F. Lee Bailey 
said he was being held for politic- 
al reasons and demanded to know 
his whereabouts. 

Mr. Bailey, in an advertise- 
ment in the New York Times, 
accused the Saudi government of 
holding Sheikh Mohammad A1 
Fassi without charge “in in- 
humane conditions” since he was 
imprisoned in October in Riyadh,* 
the Saudi capital. 

A1 Fassi is related to the royal 
family through his sister. Princess 
Hind, who is married to Prince 
Turki, a younger brother of King 
Fahd and fourth in line to the 
throne. 

Although A1 Fassi has repre- 
sented himself as a champion of 
democracy and has frequently 


called for political reforms, some 
prominent Saudis say he has no 
constituency in the kingdom. 

The Sheikh repeatedly embar- 
rased Saudi royality while living 
in Florida, where he walked out 
on hotel bills and gave bad checks 
to charity. He also drew the 
wrath of the local humane society 
when he adopted, then neglected, 
more 100 homeless cats in Miami 
beach. 

In California, he outraged 
neighbours by painting in bright 
colours the genitals on classical 
statues at his $4.75 million Bever- 
ly Hills mansion. 

Such actions deeply offended 
many people in this conserva- 
tive, religious country. But far 
more serious a matter were AI 
Fassi's broadcasts from Baghdad 
during the Gulf crisis on a station 
used to beam anti-Saudi prop- 


Mr. Bailey said in those broad- 
casts in October 1990. Al Fassi 
“had the courage to suggest that a 
democracy might be a better 
practice in the region.” 

Saudi Arabia is ruled by King 
Fahd, an absolute monarch. He 
has pledged to establish a con- 
sultative assembly, although it 
will have little real political pow- 
er. 

Al Fassi’s family and suppor- 
ters say he was seized in Amman, 
the Jordanian capital, and sent 
back to Saudi Arabia, which had 
demanded his extradition. The 
Jordanians are believed to have 
handed him over to improve rela- 
tions with Saudi Arabia, which 
cut off badly needed economic 
aid to Amman when Jordan re- 
mained neutral during the Gulf 
crisis. 

Saudi officials refuse to discuss 


Al Fassi's whereabouts. In Saudi 
Arabia, prisoners do not have to 
be pubUdy charged within a spe- 
cific period or have access to a 
lawyer before they are charged. 

In New York, the Saudi mis- 
sion to the United Nations had no 
comment on any developments 
regarding Al Fassi. 

King Fahd insisted in an inter- 
view with the Arabic weekly 
magazine Al Hawadeth that there 
is “not a tingle political prisoner” 
in the kingdom. 

Mr. Bailey, who has been AI 
Fassi’s attorney for 10 years, said 
in a telephone interview from his 
Florida office that be had written 
to King Fahd this week asking to 
see Al Fassi, last beard from 
more than a month ago. 

“To my knowledge, he’s been 
charged with nothing so far. He's 
just imprisoned,” Mr. Bailey 
said. 


Amha Selassie would restore monarchy to Ethiopia 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
75-year-old son of the late Ethio- 
pian Emperor Haile Selassie 
plans to return home and set up a 
constitutional monarchy, suppor- 
ters announced Friday. 

A spokesman for the “emperor 
of Ethiopia (in exile)” acknow- 
ledged that Ethiopia's transition- 
al government would resist the 
idea. But he said Ethiopians sup- 
port restoration of the monarchy, 
which traces back to the biblical 
Queen of Sheba and King Solo- 
mon, to unify the impoverished 
and politically shattered horn of 
Africa country. 

Confined to a wheelchair as the 
result of a 1972 stroke, the would- 
be Emperor Amha Selassie, mak- 
ing a rare public appearance, did 


not deliver scheduled remarks or 
directly answer questions at a 
news conference. 

His wife, Medferiash work in- 
troduced as “empress in exile,” 
spoke briefly in Amharic. “The 
time for us to venture to our 
beloved homeland is not far off,” 
she said. 

Thetr appearance included the 
playing of the Ethiopian national 
anthem on a portable tape recor- 
der and a moment of silence for 
the late emperor and thousands 
of others killed during 17 years of 
Marxist rule which ended eight 
months ago with the overthrow of 
President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam. 

Selassie and his wife have been 
living in the Washington suburb 


of Oakton, Va., for two years 
after spending 15 years of exile in 
London. 

Selassie hopes to return to 
Ethiopia by July 23. his father's 
100th birthday, to preside over 
reburial of Haile Selassie's re- 
mains, hidden in a secret burial 
site under Communist rule. 

By coincidence, the new gov- 
ernment in Addis Ababa on Fri- 
day ordered crews to begun dig- 
ging to recover the emperor's 
body. 

At an interview in his Washing- 
ton hotel, the relf-prodaimed 
“emperor in exile” smiled, nod- 
ded and uttered short phrases in 
Amharic as his longtime trans- 
lator and spokesman. Dr. 
Mekasha Getachew, fielded 


questions for him in English. 

Getachew, relaying what he 
said the emperor had told him in 
earlier conversations, said the 
monarchy they hoped to set np 
would be similar to those in Eng- 
land and Japan rather than the 
absolute rule of his father. 

He said 1.2 million Ethiopians 
had signed up in support of Mo’a 
Anbessa, a group headed by 
Getachew which supports return 
of the monarchy to the country of 
55 million people. 

Selassie is offering his “person 
and position as a rallying point'’ 
for restoring freedom and unity 
to the country, said Getachew, a 
former Ethiopian information 
minister and ambassador now liv- 
ing in Walnut, Calif. 


Kuwait 
buries 
princess 
murdered 
by maid 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s ruling 
family on Saturday buries a lead- 
ing princess said to have been 
stabbed to death by a maid in a 
killing sure to rekindle con- 
troversy about the role of 
thousands of Asian servants in 
the oil-rich Gulf states. 

“The emiri court announces 
the death of Sheikha Latifa who 
departed to God’s mercy at the 
age of 45. Her body will be buried 
on Saturday morning,” a court 
statement published by the offi- 
cial Kuwaiti news agency KUNA 
said late on Friday. 

Security sources in Egypt said 
Sheikha Latifa Abdulla AI Jaber 
Al Sabah was stabbed to death on 
Thursday by an irate maid who 
was refused permission to travel i 
to the Philippines to see her 1 
children. The maid, 42, was 
arrested and charged with the 
murder. 

The Cairo trilling was front- 
page news on Saturday in many 
Gulf newspapers that have over ; 
die past few weeks been hotly 
debating the pros and cons of 
employing foreign servants. 

The killing of Sheikha Latifa, 
tile former wife of a brother of 
tine emir of Kuwait, follows the 
grisly murder in Dubai two 
months ago of an entire Indian 
family of five by a man-servant 
who had been with them for 12 
years. 

The man-servant admitted the 
murder after fleeing to India 
where die UAE authorities were 
seeking his extradition. 

That killing prompted calls for 
stricter vetting of Asian servants, 
who mostly come from Sri Lanka, 
India, Pakistan, and the Philip- 1 
pines. Some are university gradu- 
ates and qualified professionals 
such as teachers unable to find 
jobs at home. 

Few taking part in the debate 
question the harsh treatment of 
many servants by their employers 
or the need for home help in a 
region where such a luxury is die 
norm for many, not only Gulf 
nationals but also most expatriate 
Westerners, Asians and Arabs. 

Articles in the Arabic press 
spoke of too much dependence 
on foreign servants and the possn 
trility of employing fewer. 


Kurdish economy on brink of 
collapse as embargo intensifies 


KOISINJAK, Iraq (AP) — Four 
months after Iraq imposed an 
embargo on its northern Kurdish 
region, hunger here is widespread 
and the fragile economy is on the 
verge of collapse. 

Food reserves are dwindling, 
banks have run out of cash, hun- 
dreds of thousands of workers go 
unpaid and crime is on the rise. 
People are growing desperate. 

In a snowbound mountain pass 
outside Koisinjak, an old Kurdish 
man in a tattered overcoat 
travelled alongisde a tine of 
stranded cars, sticking his leath- 
ered hand in each one for a 
donation. On Irbil streets, dirty 
children flock to a foreigner out- 
side a Kebab restaurant, begging 
for coins or food. 

The Kurdish political lead- 
ership, nearly paralysed by bicker- 
ing. has called for elections Apr. 
3 for a Kurdish assembly in hopes 
of regaining control of the chaotic 
, region. 

“It (the blockade) is affecting 
every aspect of life,” said Mas- 
soud Barazani. a leader of the 


Kurdistan Front, the coalition of 
eight main Kurdish parties. 

“If it will continue. I feel there 
will be a kind of explosion.” 

Kurdish leaders say the Iraqi 
government imposed the block- 
ade to force the country’s 3 mil- 
lion Kurds to accept its terms for 
an autonomy agreement. 

That accord would have pro- 
vided limited Kurdish self-gov- 
ernment after the U.S.-led allied 
force left northern Iraq last year. 
The coalition force helped re- 
patriate 1.5 million Kurds who 
had fled when Iraqi forces 
crushed their uprising after the 
Gulf war. 

Kurdish leaders Barzani and 
Jalal Tala ban i are divided over 
whether to pursue an autonomy 
agreement Mr. Talabani instead 
favours a united opposition with 
Shiites and Islamic opposition 
groups. 

His differences with Mr. Barza- 
ni underscore the difficulty of 
unifying against Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. 

When autonomy talks broke 


down last fall, Iraq suddenly stop- 
ped paying an estimated 350,000 
civil servants in the Kurdish re- 
gion. Government supplies of 
subsidised flour, rice, cooking oil, 
gasoline, and kerosine — the 
main beating fuel — were sal- 
died. 

Initially, Kurds made ends 
meet. They seized government 
bank deposits to pay civil ser- 
vants. In addition, about 500 Tur- 
kish trucks a day crossed the 
border to sell food and other 
goods. 

But the situation had deterio- 
rated dramatically. Banks have 
run out of money. Truck traffic 
has slowed to a trickle after Jan. 
24 when Turkey cracked down on 
the truckers' practice of returning 
with extra tanks filled with cheap 
Iraqi gasoline. 

Iraqi soldiers have tightened 
their checks on traffic from the 
south. 

Kurdish cities are running out 
of rice and flour. Prices are spiral- 
ing on the other foods still avail- 
able. 


Shamal AJcram, a 40-year-old 
with two daughters and a disabled 
husband, accosted a reporter and 
translator at the outdoor market 
in Koisinjak, a mountain town 
about 40 kilometres southeast of 
Irbil. 

“Why don’t yon tell her a kilo 
of oil is about 25 dinars?” She 
shouted at the translator. The 
figure was one-fifth of her month- 
ly salary, or about 75 dollars. 

Siegfried Martscfa, director of 
the Caritas relief group's prog- 
ramme in northern Iraq, esti- 
mated the Kurdish area had only 
a two-week supply of food. 

About 100 men in baggy Kur- 
dish jumpsuits and checkered 
headscarves jostled in line on 
Friday, craning their necks as 
they waited to buy black market 
rice in Sulaymaniya. 

So far, starvation has been 
averted. Internationa] aid groups 
give food to more than 500,000 
returned refugees. Rozh 
Shaways. a top official in Mr. 
Barzani's Kurdistan Democratic 
Party, noted Kurds were helped 


through their dan structure and 
their custom of sharing with die 
needy. 

The blockade comes on fop of 
the U.N. embargo on Iraq, which 
has prevented Kurds from im- 
porting raw material for their 
factories, which indude a sugar 
refinery in Sulaymaniya. Most 
stand idle. 

The kerosene shortage further 
disrupted daily life. Thousands of 
people spend 3 to 4 days a mouth 
standing in line for a meager 
ration. So many have switched to 
electric beaters that blackouts 
occur about every other hour in 
major cities. 

No top of everything else, the 
beavist snowfalls in 20 years are 
blocking delivery of food and 
relief supplies. 

Some members of the large 
Kurdish guerrilla forces that back 
the Kurdish parties have formed 
militias that rob people. The Kur- 
" dish parties have recently cracked 
- down on crime. Several people 
were executed recently in the 
northern city of Shaolawa. 


Sporadic shelling continues 

Somalia ceasefire agreement signed 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The interim government of 
Somalia and the rebel opposition 
on Friday signed a letter of com- 
mitment to an imm ediate cease- 
fire, a rebel spokesman said. 

Osman Hasan Ali, bead of the 
rebel delegation to U.N.- 
sponsored talks, said a formal 
ceasefire agreement was to be 
signed later in Mogadishu. 

“We have signed a letter of 
commitment specifically commit- 
ing us to a cessation of hostili- 
ties,” be told reporters after his 
side signed the agreement. Tbs 
government side was signing 
separately. 

Ali said the agreement was 
signed with U.N. undersecretary- 
general Janies Jonah and repre- 
sentatives of the Arab League, 
the Organisation of African Uni- 
ty and the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference. 

He said the agreement would 
be effective immediately. 

“We will communicate to our 
office of the United Somali Con- 
gress only to fire in self-defence,” 
said Ah', a member of the stand- 
ing committee of the central com- 
mittee of the USC. 

* IBs side represents the faction 
of Gen. Mohammad Farrah 
Aidid who is trying to oust the 
interim government of president 
Ali Mahdi Mohammad in a 
bloody dan war. 

“This will be something our 
people have long awaited,” he 
said, adding the details would be 
worked out later. 

Other delegates confirmed a 
formal ceasefire agreement will 
be signed later in Mogadishu. 

It was not known how the 
ceasefire would be monitored, 
but there was no immediate men- 
tion of U.N. peacekeepers. 

Because of the bitterness be- 
tween the two sides, two ceasefire 
agreements were signed separate- 
ly: 

Ali said he hoped a formal 
ceasefire agreement would be 
signed “by the end of the month” 
in Mogadishu, Somalia’s capital, 
where Gen. Aidid’s forces have 
launched devastating attacks dur- 
ing the three-day U.N. talks. 


Mann 

hospitalised 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Jack 
Mann, an elderly and frail Briton 
who spent 2 Vi years as a hostage 
in Lebanon, has been readmitted 
to hospital with serious lung and 
heart com plications, his physician 
said Saturday. 

Dr. Ayis Antonopoulos said 
Mann, 77, was hospitalised on 
Friday with “pulmonary infection 
and a congestive heart failure.” 
He described the condition of the 
former Royal Air Force pilot as 
“serious, but not critical." 

Mann's wife, Suruiie, said in a 
separate interview that her hus- 
band felt “very tired” before he 
was taken to hospital, but that he 
was “resting comfortably” Satur- 
day morning. 

She said they still planned 
attend 8 ceremony at the British 
High Commission on Monday 
during which her husband will 
receive the Commander of the 
Order of the British Empire, an 
honour bestowed upon him by 
Queen Elizabeth. 

Dr. Antonopoulos, said 
“there's a slight possibility” that 
Mann would be able to attend the 
function. He said be would reas- 
sess his condition Sunday night, 
and will take into account “the 
fact be is so keen on being there.” 

Mann returned to tus home 
only last week after a month-long 
stay at an RAF hospital in south- 
ern Cyprus where he was treated 
for pneumonia. 

The couple have lived in Nico- 
sia ance shortly after his release 
by his pro-Iranian captors in 
Lebanon on Sept. 24. 


Main points of joint communique on Somalia 

UNTIED NATIONS (AP) — Here are the nyS n pofafe of^e 
agreement reacted late Friday between SomaEa’s interim gerrern- 
i u. fa, luh tur Hon warfare and sen a ttw 


two Somali faction signed (fledges 
selves to an immediate cessation eff hostilities and to the mantc* 

mace of a ceasefire in Mogadishu. ,. c jjth. 

■Hie pledges were signed in the presence of 
United Nations, the League of Arab States, the Organ*™ 1 « 
African Unity and the Organisation of the 

— A high-level delegation of representatives of the U.N^anil tl* 

thrpfl rpginmd w ganfcnti nns fr to go to Moga dish u before the end of 

this month to coudnde a ceasefire agreement. __ . 

— The interim g ov ern m ent asserted that a 

without international momtoriag and supervision wiH notbou. 

— The re pr e sen t ati ves of the U.N. and the three 
organisations view the convening of a nationa l recondBati ro 
conference as the next step towards achieving a lasting peace m 

Somalia. ^ _____ _ ___ 


Ali said he hoped that a nation- 
al reconciliation conference 
would follow shortly after the 
ceasefire agreement. 

He said be hoped the ceasefire 


Gen. Mohammad Farrah Aidid 
heavily shelled northern Moga- 
dishu early Saturday. 

However, the shelling subsided 
and by midmorning only sporadic 


'would bold, unlike others, be- shellfire was beard, the official 
cause “this is the only ceasefire said. 


signed with the international 
community present.” - 

The government side has 
favoured deploying U.N. 
peacekeepers to Somalia, but the 
rebel side opposes their presence. 

U.N. Secretary General Bout- 
ros Ghali had pushed for an 
immediate ceasefire that would 
allow relief agencies to enter the 
East African nation of 8.4 million 
people. Fighting there has caused 
more than 20,000 casualties and 
driven more than 400,000 people 
from their homes since mid- 
November. 

The Security Council has im- 
posed an arms embargo on Soma- 
lia. 

On Saturday parts of Somalia’s 
war-tom capital of Mogadishu 
were heavily Shelled, relief work- 
ers reported. 

The fighting came just hours 
after a ceasefire accord was 
struck at the United Nations to 
end hostilities. 

A U.N. official in contact with 
colleagues in Mogadishu by satel- 
lite telephone said rebel fences of 


The northern part of Moga- 
dishu is controlled by Aidid’s 
archrival, President Mohammad, 
and has been bombarded heavily 
since the peace talks began last 
Wednesday. 

Another U.N- official said 150 
people were killed and up to 500 
injured in three days of fighting. 
He said AidicTs forces also cap- 
tured an airstrip about 16 
kilometres from the city centre. 

The official said relief agencies 
stopped using the airstrip to ferry 
supplies to the northern side of 
the divided city because of the 
fighting. 

Both U.N. officials, frequent 
visitors to Mogadishu, spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

About 20,000 people, mostly 
women and children caught in 
crossfire, have been killed or 
wounded since the current battle 
began Nov. 17. 

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross said Friday the 
intensified fighting had forced the 
withdrawal of its six workers from 
northern Mogadishu, leaving 44 
seriously wounded patients with- 
out care. 


Rushdie refuses 
‘to be an unperson’ 


LONDON (AP) — Author Sal- 
man Rushdie made a rare public 
appearance on Friday, the third 
anniversary of an Iranian death 
threat against him, and declared, 
“I refuse to be an unperson.” 
Rushdie’s surprise visit to Sta- 
tioner’s Hall was greeted by 
tremendous applause from 300 
writers and civil rights campaig- 
ners who convened a conference 
on freedom of speech in his hon- 
our. 

His voice shaking with nervous 
strain, Rushdie spoke for 15 mi- 
nutes of being a victim of “reli- 
gions terrorism” before retreat- 
ing once again into hiding. 

He has been living under police 
protection since Feb. 14,- 1989, 
when the late Ayatollah Rubollah 
Khomeini pronounced Rushdie’s 
novel, “The Satanic Verses,” a 
blasphemy against Islam. 
Kbomeir called on Muslims to 
lofl Rushdie. 

“I refuse to be an unperson,” 
Rushdie said. ‘T refuse to forgo 
the right to publish my work.” 
“I have lost my freedom, my 
home, my family, my daily life 
and I want them back.” 

The 44-year-old writer also de- 
fended bis book. 

‘“The Satanic Verees* is a se- 
rious novel, a moral novel and as 
good a novel as I am able to 
write. It is not an unreadable 
novel. Neither is it filthy or de- 
grading or obscene. It is not an 
evil book,” Rushdie said. 

“It is a work of art.” 

Rushdie said his future de- 
pended on the British govern- 


ment, but “it remains to be seen 
how far will the government 
push.” 

He called on Western govern- 
ments to demand that Iran lift the 
death threat. 

"My being here does not mean 
that the problem is somehow 
over. It means that in order to 
draw attention to the fact that it 
isn’t over, that the danger re- 
mains severe, risks have to be 
taken,” Rnshdie said. 

He noted that a radical Iranian 
newspaper, Abrar, marked the 
anniversary of the "fatwa” with a 
prediction that he would be kil- 
led: 

Rushdie said, “three years of 
such menaces is a very, very long 
time. It’s time now to find an 
ending. It’s time we were all able 
to put this behind us and get on 
with our lives.” 

Earlier, friends and supporters, 
including writer Fay Weldon and 
former Labour Party leader 
Michael Foot, laid flowers be- 
neath a plaque in central London 
coinmemorating people executed 
for their beliefs. 

The flowers, carried the mes- 
sage: “To tribute to those around 
the world who struggle 
courageously to exercise their 
nght to freedom of expression 
and to defend the right of others 
m the face of crushing censorship, 
intolerance and public silence. ” 

“Salman Rushdie is the last bos- 
He has to be released,” said 
Weldon, whose books include 
The life and loves of a she- 
devil.” 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Quart* Sweifich 
Tel. 810740 

ApcwnhHM of God Owe*. Tel. 
632785. 

St. Jo* ph Chord! Tel. 624590. 
Chard) of the Amnmdstioo Tel. 


637440. 

Or hi Salle Chun* Tel. 66I7S7 
Tmnati Cfcunfi Tel: 622366 
Chore* of the Anaoudutfan Tel. 
623541. 

Augflcan Chare* Tel. 625383, Tei 
628543. 

Anacnfaui Catholic Chare* Tel. 
77IJ3I. 

Arme nian Orthodox Chon* Tel. 
775261. 

Syrian Orthodox Chore* Tel. 7717SI. 
Amman iMcrnadraal Chore* Tc|. 
685326. 

ErmgeficaJ Lutheran Chare* Tel: 
81 1295. 

The Chart* of Jam Christ af Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 823824. 654932. 
Chordi of the Naia rtne id. 675691. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

The country will be affected by a 
warm air mass accompanying a dc- 
• presson centered to the south of 
Greece. Therefore, it »iU be relatively 
warm during the day and winds wiB be 
southeasterly moderate. In the even- 
ing. a coW front accompanying the 
depression will affect Jordan, making it 
cloudy and rainy at times. In Aqaba. 
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winds «D be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 4/14 

Aqaba 8/21 

Deserts 2/16 

Jordan Valley 9/19 

Yesterday's big* temperatures: Am- 
man 14. Aqaba 20. Humidity leadings: 
Amman 40 per cent, Aqaba 35 per 
cem. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN; 

Dr. Arafat Al Ashhab 602507 

Dr. Abdul HadiTayyetn 620115 

Dr. Joseph Intsih 770560 

Dr. Mohammad Mama 741444 

Fins pharmacy 661912 

Follows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukll pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmctani pharmacy 637660 


IKJHD: 

Dr. Ayman Abut Hajja . 
Al Sharaa’ pharmacy .... 


ZARQA; 

Dr. Khamis JaTrari ( — ) 

Khatifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Fbod Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence D ep art ment 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Mice 843402 

Traffic Fofiec 896390 

PubGeSecsrity Department 630321 

Hotel Complaint* 605800 

Price CoopbintB 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Comptemts 897467 

Amman Munkfeality 

Cbmpbhm 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assist an ce) 121 

Overseas Cal* 010230 


Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs - 623101 

AbdahTdephooe Repairs 661101 

Jordon Television 773111 

Ratio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Infor mati on 08- 53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hnssrim Medical Centre 813813/32 

KfaaM Maternity, J.Aima... 644281/6 
Akikb Maternity, J.Anm.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

MaBws.J. Amman 636140 

-Palestine, Shmciam 664171/4 

Sbmesanj Hospital 669131 

University Hospital ............... 845845 

Al-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

The Mamie. AbdaH 666127/37 

AFAhO, Abdali 6641646 

htalian. Aj-Muhajreen 777101/3 

AWwhir, J. Ashrafiefa 775111/26 

Amy, Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/30 

Anal Hospital 674155 


ZARQA: 

Zaiqa Govt Hospital (09)983323 

Zarna National Hospital .. (09)900560 

IbnSna Hospital (091986732 

Al Khm Modem Hospital (09)990990 

nUHD: 

princess Banna Hospital .. (02 )27555 5 
Creek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Dm Al Nafocs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AU A 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

fids information b su ppBcd by Royal 
Jbitfannu (RJ) iofanmlion depart- 
moot rd the Queen Afts Jnfe/Baoioruf 
Airport TeL (08)3X200-5. when k 
shook! ghnya be verti&d. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Tormina! 1) 

mm Jeddah (RJ) 

0*30 Aqaba (RJ) 

«fe55 Dubai, Aba Dhabi (RJ) 


[•*5 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

IMS .... New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

MS99 - Madrid, RoaetRJ) 

Paris, Geneva (RJ) 

— Frankfurt. Vienna (RJi 

*** London. Brands (RJ) 

Other nights (Terminal 2) 


is ==ysss^ 

NNUmiNS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal 1) 


Beirut (RJ) 
. Aqaba (RjJ 


Tonis, Ca sa b lan ca 

Csiio 

Lantaka 

- Jeddah 

Damans 

Riyadh 

■ — Abn Dhabi, Dubai 

Koala Lumpur, Singapore 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

- - Cairo (MS) 


Beirut, Rome (AZ) 

... Moscow (SU) 

Larnaca(CY) 


Appiw (ycbow) 50CV500 


Bw ta na (Mak^marj 550 {sJj 


— 700/600 

— 180/120 
- — 20 Of 150 





300/250 

g*®Jm(snmn) 540/500 

SS"* 250/200 

— 650/550 

Ssr a) 

E5K > 480/420 

E5&-;;; “S'?® 


— .. 300 / 250 

140T90 

600 / 500 


££0 

— 280/220 
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Home News 


JEA elections expected to be hotly contested, officials say 
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By MffibBD M. Shahin 

Jo/dan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A strongly con- 
tested race is in the making for 
the Jordan Engineering Asso- 
ciation (JEA) as 12 candidates 
ar vying for the presidency in 
the March 6 elections. 

The association elections, 
held every two years, is ex- 
pectedto be the most competi- 
tive in over a decade doe to the 
increased political and elector- 
al freedoms that have been 
introduced since parliamentary 
elections were held in Novem- 
ber 1989. 

But the two traditional com- 
petitors, the Green Bloc and 
die White Bloc, which fielded 
a fixed list of candidates in the 
elections in 1990, have been 
overwhelmed by a long list of 

fyn/KHafipy 

“Everyone wants to run for 
a seat on the association coun- ( 
cQ, it’s ridiculous," said an aide 
in the office of current associa- 
tion President Ismail Brewish. 

The Green Bloc is the coali- 
tion for pan-Arab natio nalist s 
and leftists that has traditional- 
ly dominated the association’*- 
leadership in most of its 34 
year existence. 

The White or Islamist and 
“pro-establishment” coalition 
has been a consistent and well 
organised opposition to the 
Greens in the engineering 
association as weD as in other 
professional association coun- 
cils and bodies. 

Professional associations, 
along with labour unions, were 
once the measuring ‘ stick for 
popular political sentiment be- 
fore reforms were re- 
introduced after a two decade 


absence of wider political free- 
doms in 1989. 

As the formation of political 
parties increases and their 
legality nears, these former 
political forums have turned 
more to technical and profes- 
sional interests and away from 
the political arena in foe last 
two years. 

However, observers still 
consider them "good polit ical 
indicators.” 

Competition 

The competitive spirit is most 
evident in foe fielding of so 
called “Green” candidates for 
the seat of association presi- 
dent. In all, 9 candidates have 
officially announced their can- 
didacy for the post, while only 
3 candidates affiliated with the 
White Bloc have announced 
their candidacy. 

In feet, the White Bloc has 
already announced the names 
of their 10 candidates, includ- 
ing their candidate for presi- 
dent — Hosni Abu Ghieda. 

Two other candidates, who 
are officially independent, are 
known to have the White 
Bloc's backing. They are Rida 
A1 Shbou! and Abdul Fatah 
Tonkan. 

. The official Green Bloc 
candidate slate should be 
announced this week, accord- 
ing to Green Bloc organisers. 

I noom bent President Ismail 
Brewish is a strong favourite to 
bead foe Green list candidacy 
for foe post of foe association 
president. Allowed to serve 
two terms, Mr. Brewish played 
a major role in organising the 
engineer strike that asked gov- 
ernment co-operation in im- 


proving the lot of engineers 
working in foe government this 
past January. 

A government brokered 
agreement between Mr. Brew- 
ish and public officials in the 
prime minister’s office ended 
what threatened to become a 
drawn out strike of the govern- 
ment employed engineers. 

The eight other candidates 
for post of president are either 
expected to drop out, join the 
Green list for another post or 
ran on an independent ticket. 

Both blocs assure political 
coalition partners of one or. 
more seats in the official elec- 
toral ticket, thus assuring 
themselves of votes from foe 
different political groups. 

The issaes 


The leading election issue, 
as in 1990, is the problem of 
unemployment among en- 
gineers. There are at present, 
1,000 registered unemployed 
Jordanian engineers in foe 
Kindom. 

The unemployed engineers 
have not paid their yearly asso- 
ciation fees of JD 30 and are 
thus not eligible to vote. This 
group, however, intends to 
lobby amongst the candidates 
for assurances of more jobs 
and employment-generating 
projects. 

the welfare, income and 
employment of engineers in 
the Kingdom will be among the 
major issues that the candi- 
dates will have to find solutions 
to, said one Polish-educated 
unemployed engineer. 

According to association 
officials, the number of en- 
gineers registered in the King- 


dom went up from 23,000 in 
1990 to 26.000 in 1992. The 
vast majority of these are re- 
turnees from Kuwait, associa- 
tion officials said. 

Hie number of expected 
participants, however, is not 
expected to increase this year 
because of apathy among many 
disillusioned engineers in the 
Kingdom, officials said. 

Of foe 8,000 engineers who 
technically could vote, because 
they have paid their yearly 
association dues, only 4,000 
are expected to vote in the 
March elections. 

“A lot of those who can 
afford to pay their dues live 
and work in Saudi Arabia and 
some of the Gulf countries and 
are thus unable to vote in foe 
elections,” explained one offi- 
cial. 

The turnout is expected to 
decline from 1990 levels when 
the required 51 per cent 
quorum was barely met, offi- 
cials said. 

Ismail Brewish won the pres- 
idency in foe 1990 elections by 
only 12 votes over White Bloc 
candidate Ahmad Keilani. The 
election for president is thus 
expected to he hotly contested 
this year. 

The JEA adopted a system 
of direct elections to a two 
year, 10 member council. The 
members should include one 
architect and one electrician, 
as well as a chemical, mecha- 
nical and geological engineer. 

The rest of the the cotintii 
members will be civil en- 
gineers, while one seat is re- 
served for a “technical en- 
gineer, ” or those who have a 
bachelor of science in en- 
gineering. 


CB J chief 
leaves for 
Islamic bank 
meetings 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan will 
take part in an annual meeting by 
the Council of Governors of the 
Islamic Development Bank 
(EDB) to begin in Tripoli. Libya, 
Monday. 

Governor of foe. Central flank- _ 
of Jordan (CBJ) Dr. Mohamnlad 
Saeed AJ Nabulsi, who is leading 
foe Jordanian delegation, said 
that the meeting will discuss the 
bank’s annual reports and final 
accounts of last year as well as foe 
bank's programmes for the up- 
coming year. 

The Islamic Development 
Bank offers easy term loans to 
countries of *he Organisation of 
Islamic Conference, of which Jor- 
dan is a member.. 

The Jordanian delegation will 
hold contacts with the bank's 
management and board on further 
cooperation between Jordan and 
foe IDB to ensure funds continue 



Mohammad Saeed AI Nabulsi 

to finance development projects 
in foe Kingdom, said Dr. Nabul- 
si in a pre -departure statement. 
Dr. Nabulsi said that the IDB last 
month gave its approval to a loan 
to enable Jordan National Ship- 
ping Lines (JNSL) to purchase a 
multipurpose vessel of at least 
16,000 tonnes capacity to operate 
along the company's routes. 

The IDB will grant foe JNSL a 
$10 million loan to help finance 
foe purchase of the vessel, foe 
third to be acquired by the com- 
pany, according to a JNSL 
spokesman. 

Dr. Nabulsi did not discuss give 
details about other topics to be 
taken up at the council meetings 
concerning assistance to Jordan. 


JCO to launch goat 
breeding project 


AMMAN (Petra) — Encouraged 
by its success in foe sheep fatten- 
ing project, the Jordan Coopera- 
tive Organisation (JCO) fras 
embarked on steps for carrying 
out a goat-breeding project and 
has earmarked JD 75,000 for this 
purpose. The project, which will 
be implemented soon, aims at 
breeding a herd of goats with high 
production . capacity r. The JGO; 
wfl] keep the number of goats ; 
needed for the project and will 
sell the extra number of goats, 
which wil be reproduced, to tam- 
ers to help them establish their 
own projects. 

The project’s first phase in- 
dudes foe purchase of 500 goals 
from Jordanian fanners. The 
organisation sent a circular to 
directors of cooperative depart- 
ments throughout the country 
asking them to bpy 10 improved 
Iraqi goats from each farmer to 
start the' project. • 

The new generation of goats 
which will be reproduced will be 
sold to goatrbreeders’for reason- 


able prices, officials said. This 
step on the part of the JCO is 
aimed at creating a new and 
improved generation of goats, 
they said. 

Tbe organisation called on all 
goat breeders wishing to cooper- 
ate with it in the project to call at 
the cooperative organisation's 
.offices in their areas for details 
about the project, 

The JCO- last year im- 
plemented a sheep fattening pro- 
ject in cooperation with the Euro- 
pean Community (EC) and foe 
European Investment Bank 
(EIB). The project covered Irbid, 
Mafraq, Azraq, Karak and 
Tafileb. The project involved 
10,000 sheep and all services 
needed for foe project, including 
fodder, vetemiary services and 
vaccines, were made available at 
foe project site. 

Prompted by the success of foe 
pilot project, foe JCO will estab- 
lish two more stations for sheep 
fattening is Balqa and Maan gov- 
e morales. 


Intifada-related press cartoon exhibition opens 


AMMAN (Petra) — Information 
Minister Mahmoud AJ Sharif 
Samrday opened at the Royal 
Cultural Centre a week-long ex- 
hibition entitled 'The Uprising in 
Cartoons” which includes a col- 
lection of cartoonists' works in 
foe American and Canadian press 
in 1987 and 1988. 

The exhibition, which is orga- 
nised by foe American-Arab 
Anti-Discrimination Committee 
(ADC), tfisplays cartoons featur- 
ing the intifada or the Palestinian 
uprising, its drive to evict foe 
Israeli occupiers and foe political 
g gff ra of various factors 

The cartoons also depict the 
Israeli occupation authorities’ 
repressive measures against the 
Palestinian people in foe occu- 
pied Arab territories, foe Israeli 
leadership’s refusal to cooperate 
with foe P alestinian people and 
their opposition to any peaceful 
settlement of the Middle East 
conflict. 

Ihc cartoons also demonstrate 
*he Snk between Israel and South 
Africa as two racial regimes 
which depend on repressive mea- 
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Minister of Information Mahmoud - AI Sharif 
Saturday reviews an exhibit of American and 


Canadian nirtnuM wincfi went on display 

at the Royal Cultarai Centre (Petra photo) 


sores and h uman rights abuses. 

A statement issued previously 
by the ADC said that tbe Palesti- 
nian uprising has succeeded in 
attracting cartoonists in North 
America and in reflecting a posi- 
tive image of the Palestinian 
cause. 


The statement said that the 
deep and important views about 
the Palestinian personality and 
foe just rights of the Palestinian 
people is of paramount import- 
ance since such positive trans- 
formation in people’s thinking 
could usher in a shift towards a 


better understanding of foe real- 
ity and the facts of the Middle 
East conflict. 

The opening ceremony of foe 
exhibition was attended by 
Palestinian ambassador to Jordan 
AI Tayyeb Abdul Rahim and a 
number of invited guests. 



Abdul Karim AI Kabariti 

Kabariti 
prepares 
for trip 
to Egypt 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Labour Abdul Karim AI Kabar- 
iti, who is leaving for Cairo Mon- 
day, had a meeting Saturday with 
foe Egyptian ambassador to dis- 
cuss the programme of his visit 
during which discussions will cov- 
er cooperation in labour-related 
issues. 

Mr. Kabariti is also expected to 
meet Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Mousa to discuss Jordanian- 
Egyptian coordination in the 
ongoing peace negotiations. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Mr. Kabar- 
iti Saturday said that Jordanians 
who used to work in Kuwait 
should directly seek clarification 
for their compensations and other 
rights from Kuwaiti authorities. 
He said Jordanian and Kuwaiti 
lawyers can handle issues related 
to the expatriates' work in tbe 
emirate. 

The minister was replying to a 
question about repeated demands 
by expatriates addressed to the 
Ministry of Labour to step in and 
ensure their rights. The minister 
said that as a year had elapsed 
since the termination of foe ex- 
patriates' work in Kuwait, they 
lose their rights if they fail to 
submit an. application to Kuwaiti 
government. ; 

The minister urged the expatri- 
ates to immediately start taking 
action through competent 
lawyers to ensure their rights. 


Legal 

Committee to 
discuss ban 
on manufacture 
of liquor 

AMMAN (Petra) — The ques- 
tion of whether to ban tbe manu- 
facture of liquor in Jordan will be 
discussed Sunday in a meeting by 
the Lower House of Parliament's 
Legal Committee. 

The committee, which will 
meet under its chairman, Hussein 
MjaiH, will also resume discus- 
sion of foe Political Parties Draft 
Law. 

The Financial Committee at 
the House will also have a meet- 
ing Sunday under foe chair- 
manship of Deputy Abdullah 
Akaileh. The committee will dis- 
cuss reports by the Audit Bureau 
on several ministries and depart- 
ments. 

Another meeting will be held 
Sunday by foe House’s Agricultu- 
ral Committee. The meeting, 
which will be chaired by Deputy 
Nader Thurbeirat, will discuss 
issues related to foe conditions of 
farmers whose crops were dam- 
aged by tbe recent frost wave 
which hit the Jordan Valley re- 
cendy as well as several issues of 
concern to the agricultural sector. 

Tbe House’s Administrative 
Committee is also scheduled to 
meet Sunday under tbe chair- 
manship of Deputy Daoud Qou- 
jak. The committee will riknis.* 
citizens' complaints referred to it 
by the House. 

In another development, tbe 
Upper House of Parliament met 
Saturday under foe chairmanship 
of House Speaker Ahmad AI 
Lawzi and in the presence of 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Education Minister Thouqan AI 
Hindawi and several ministers. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


PSD: bridges still dosed 

AMMAN. (Petra) — Travellers from and to the 
occupied territories are still baned from doing so 
because of the high level of water in the River 
Jordan. The Public Security Department (PSD) 
said that it wfli notify the public when it is safe to 
travel and for foe bridges to open. 

Economic committee meeting postponed 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian-Tunisian 
Joint Economic Committee has {Hit off its meet- 
ing scheduled for today until further notice. A 
committee spokesman said that the delay was due 
to the fact that the head of foe Tunisian team, 
Sadeq Rabe\ was indisposed. The meeting was 
due to have been held in Amman . 


7 die in road accidents 

AMMAN (Petra) — A total of seven persons 
died and 138 others were injured as a resuft of 
324 road accidents during the first wok of 
February, the Public Security Department (PSD) 
announced Saturday. The announcement said 
totXmlmber of accidents exceeded by 71 the 
number of those occurring in foe previous week. 

Damage assessment process begins 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and the Environment has 
started the process of assessing damages to the 
infrastructure resulting from the recent snow- 
storms in Jordan. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


ir KxMMtioa of drawings by tbe French school’s kindergarten 
children at the French Cultural Centre. 

A Exhibition of ofl and water colour pahttroffl by Tete Wegefius, 
Lucy Marto, Bnda Bftar and Jennifer Bowfcer at Alia Art 
Gallery. 

* Art exhibition by Spanish artist Sum) Egbert at the Spanish 
Cultural Centre. 

* Rxhflwtiw of paintings by Shakir Hmm AI Said at Abdul 
Hararrd Shuman Foundation Gallery (10 a.m.-5 p.na.) 

* BfoMB— of photographs on Goetfae-Forest, betw een Taffleh 
and Shrink, at the Jordan University for Women. 

fr Exhibition entitled “The Uprising in Cartoons” at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

FILM 

& Italian FDm Week “L’arrentara' 

Centre — 7i39 p^n. 


at the Royal Ctritural 


Ramadan 
with airaila 

meat. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Supply is making arrangements 
to provide sufficient quantities of 
meat, poultry and other commod- 
ities for foe Jordanian market, 
especially during the coming holy 
month of Ramadan. 

The announcement was made 
by Minister of Supply Moham- 
mad Saqqaf during a meeting by 
the ministry’s Supply Council 
during which he reviewed the 
suppiy situation in the Kingdom. 

The coming month of Rama- 
dan, which starts by March 6, will 
witness the beginning of the solu- 
tion to the meat and poultry 
shortages in foe local markets as 
the ministry will stock markets 
with huge amounts for the benefit 
of local consumers, foe minister 
noted at foe meeting. Mr. Saqqaf 
said that the country has suffi- 
cient basic supplies to last for at 
least four months. 

The meeting discussed in detail 
the question of what the Ministry 




Mohammad Saqqaf 

of Supply called an unjustified 
rise in the price of fresh meat and 
reviewed a number of studies 
about the situation. A statement 
following the meeting said that 
the council has decided to offer 




merchants the chance to import 
meat for the market to be soli; at 
reasonable prices. 

The statement .dsu >a:d that 
the council discussed a campaign 
to be launched in the media to 
orient the public on choosing 
commodities that can substitute 
for certain types of vegetables 
and fruits like fuming to canned 
food or dried bean:., peas. o!.ra 
and others. 

The council said that the coun- 
try was expecting shori'ges in 
certain types of fruits and veget- 
ables as a consequence of the 
floods that recently inundated the 
Jordan Valley region, damaging a 
large pan of Jordan’s agricultural 
products. 

The minister appealed to „'.:i 
organisations and trade unions to 
join in a national campaign to 
steer members of the public 
wards alternative types of com- 
modities and to try to promote 
production of local conimodilic.:. 


Singapore trade mission on visit 
seeking increased trade with Iordan 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — A Singapore 
trade mission Sunday concludes a 
two-day visit to Jordan during 
which extensive talks on promot- 
ing trade and diversifying the 
types of goods exchanged be- 
tween Jordan and Singapore were 
discussed. 

Head of the visiting mission 
Adrian Chong said in a statement 
that the two countries have many 
opportunities ro promote bilater- 
al trade. The present balance of 
trade between foe two sides is 
heavily in favour of Singapore, 
which sells Jordan a variety of 
products and imports only Jorda- 
nian potash, said Mr. Chong in a 
statement at a meeting with the 
president and the board members 
of the Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce. 

The Singapore mission's visit is 
aimed at exploring areas for bol- 
stering economic and trade ties 
between foe two countries as well 
as launching joint ventures by 
businessmen, said Mr. Chong. 


He added that his 10-member 
mission groups representatives of 
metal, wood and computer indus- 
tries in Singapore who are seek- 
ing cooperation for joint ventures 
in the Kingdom. 

Hussein Salem. Singapore's 
general consul in Saudi Arabia, 
who is accompanying the team on 
the visit to Jordan, also expressed 
hope that tbe talks would lead to 
further trade exchanges. Singa- 
pore, Mr. Salem said, is consi- 
dered the gateway to southeast 
Asia and can spearhead all trade 
efforts in that direction. 

Mr. Salem noted that Jorda- 
nians wishing to visit Singapore 
on business can get their visas 
from the Singapore embassy in 
Cairo through the Egyptian 
embassy* in Amman. 

The trade mission from Singa- 
pore was later Saturday meeting 
Jordanian businessmen and mer- 
chants for discussions on trade, 
according to Mr. Salem. 


At rhe meeting with the iecer:. r 
tion board. President Hctca: 
Murad voiced hope that Singa- 
pore would buy more of jordar.".* 
national products. - ; 

Jordan jnd Singapore have 
much in common in wont o: 
geographic and demographic con- 
siderations and the highly sV.ii-.J 
manpower in both countries, he 
said. 

Mr. Murad noted that the c :• 
rent exchange of products 
below the aspired level. alih:i? , _!'. 
there were wide areas for the r\..- 
countries to diversify the tyoes of 
national goods exchanged. He 
said that joint ventures are feasi- 
ble in view of the opportune, 
investment climate in the King- 
dom. 

The mission was hoping to 
promote the sale of Singapore 
metal and plastics, amber doors, 
bunk beds, kitchen cabinet*, 
computer forms and labels, btavc 
and green tea. and motor vehicle 
engine paras among other iterr..'. 


Ministry to begin courses on current affairs 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Minis- 
try of Education plans to intro- 
duce special courses to train 
students on conducting dia- 
logue about current affairs and 
allow them the chance to ex- 
press their opinions. 

The announcement was 
made Saturday following a 
meeting chaired by Director of 


General Education Thouqan 
Obeidat, who said that the 
programme will be gradually 
applied to government schools. 

The Ministry of Education 
earlier announced that schools 
this year will begin the summer 
holiday by June 8 instead of 
the end of May to make up for 
the lost time during the snow- 


storms, when schools remained 
closed . 

The decision was taken by 
Minister of Education Tnou- 
qan Hindawi. who heard re- 
ports from directors of educa- 
tion in various govern orates 
about the situation and propos- 
als for extending the current 
scholastic vear. 
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Recourse to U.N. 
when need arises 


SYRIAN FOREIGN Minister Farooq A1 Sharaa was right 
to declare, on the occasion of the visit of French Foreign 
Minister Roland Dumas to Damascus, over the weekend, 
that the Arabs reserve the right to refer the entire 
Arab-lsraeli conflict to the U.N. Seoirity Council should the 
ongoing peace process get bogged down. His argument 
should in fact be all the more credible if that option was 
indeed part and pared of the Arab agreement to join the 
bilateral and multilateral peace talks between Israel and the 
Arab parties. What this old-new position means is that the 
Arabs should need to internationalise the peace negotiations 
by inviting the big five permanent members of the council to 
shoulder their responsibility in an effective and serious way 
towards solving the Palestinian problem. 

A few days ago, UJS. Vice President Qnayle expressed his 
government’s annoyance over Libya’s frustration of the 
U.N. Security Council resolution calling on Tripoli to 
surrender the two Libyans allegedly involved in the blowing 
up of American and French airliners in 1988 and 1989 
respectively. Mr. Qnayle was quoted as saying that the 
patience of his country was “wearing thin” over the Libyan 
disobedience of the relevant U.N. resolution. There is indeed 
nothing wrong in experiencing impatience and annoyance 
with any country’s rejection of a decision adopted by the 
U.N. -organ seized with issues affecting international peace 
and security. After aD, it is a well-known principle that 
resolutions of the conned are binding and enforceable. So 
’ the problem does not lie there. The crux of the Arab 
grievance stems rather, as it has always done, from tbe fact 
that the major members of the U.N. council always fed 
exacerbated when an Arab country ignores the council’s 
verdicts but feel different when Israel violates the same U.N. 
derisions year in and year oat. That is why there is every 
reason for the Arab side to entertain seriously the idea of 
referring the endue Middle East problem to the Security 
Council first for accounting and secondly for answering tbe 
chronic Arab concern about international double standards. 
It is high time that this bias and nn-eveohandedness ended 
in order to lend more credence to the much acriaimed 
international order. 

Taking the Middle East issues back to where they beloug 
in the likely event that the current efforts to resolve the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict, including tbe Palestinian case, face 
deadlock is something that the concerned Arab parties 
should en masse do. In which case the U.N. Security Council 
would be asked to conduct a thorough debate on the 
situation in tbe area and adopt effective measures with a 
view to settling the entire matter once and for all. 

The council had already sent the wrong signal when 
during its summit meeting at the end of January it only 
expressed the “hope” that the peace negotiations on die 
Middle East would succeed. Now it is called upon to express 
another sentiment and position — something much louder 
and dearer for all concerned, but especially Israel, to hear 
and see. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AL RA'I Arabic daily commented Saturday on the first 
anniversary of the raid on A! Amerieh shelter which was bombed 
by the allied forces during the Gulf war. The raid on the shelter, 
which resulted in the death of hundreds of innocent women and 
children, was no less criminal than the dropping of atomic bombs 
on Japan during World War II, said the daily. The paper said that 
the U.S. and the allied forces sent Valentine cards to their loved 
ones back at home before embarking on their deadly mission of 
hitting A1 Amerieh shelter on Valentine Day, killing the Iraqi 
women and children in an unprecedented brutal manner. A year 
has passed since the catastrophe, and the American and allied 
forces maintain their sanctions on Iraq with the purpose of 
causing the death of more people in the ugliest manifestation of 
racism and hatred ever known to man, the paper continued. It 
said that the airmen who raided the shelter committed a crime 
perpetrated by their leaders, but they are equally responsible for 
the consequences. As the Western countries celebrate Valentine 
Day. the people of Iraq remember the dastard crime and the loss 
of their beloved ones and millions of Arabs remember the 
criminal act which continues under the form of an embargo 
imposed on the innocent population of Iraq, the paper added. It 
said that for the Iraqis. Valentine corresponds to At Amerieh day 
and for the Arab masses, the anniversary reminds them of the 
atrocities of the Western alliance, 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily said that the Arab-lsraeli 
talks to be held in Washington on Feb. 24 will be the last in the 
American capital simply because Israel does not want negotia- 
tions to continue there. Of course, the Americans will continue to 
be concerned with the sponsorship of the negotiations, but will do 
that by remote control and by gradually allowing the concerned 
parties to talk directly to one another, with little interference on 
Washington's part, said Mahmoud A1 Rimawi. This development, 
of course, is beneficial to Israel which refuses any American 
interference; it is also very convenient to the United States in view 
of the fact that 1992 is an election year and it is important for the 
American president to win the Jewish sympathisers’ public 
support, said the writer. He said that the Americans will, of 
course, keep control over the negotiations as they do not wish to 
see other nations dominating the peace process, but without any 
direct influence on the parties, in a manner that would please the 
Israelis and the Jewish lobby in America. The writer pointed out 
that the Israelis are seeking U.S. guarantees for loans to be used 
to finance settlements and they want to keep this question 
separate from the peace process. lt is regrettable, said tbe writer, 
to see such developments taking place at a time when no 
meaningful progress towards peace bad been achieved. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr- Fabd AJ Fanek 


Government to speed up decision-making 

n unit nf miirse be Called off ID J 


The new government of Sharif Zaid Ben Shaker is still in its third 
month in office. It seems too early to judge its behaviour and style 
of action (or inaction). Some analysts, however, believe that new 
governments in general show their best in their first one hundred 
days because a new government would come to the scene with 
ideas and plans already in mind for immediate implementation 
and because this is a honeymoon period during which the new 
officials will not be subjected to strong criticism on the under- 
standing that the new team should be giverraxuple time to study 
and evaluate before making major decisions. 

Ibe first three months were actually used to think and evaluate. 
It is high time to start taking action. If we wait too long, the 
Jordanian economy may stagnate, and tbe state of uncertainty 
and lack of purpose and direction may prevail again. 

In this respect we have to mention with appreciation what the 
outgoing government of Mr. Taher Masri did when it relieved the 
incoming government from taking the pains of making the 
difficult decisions. In its last days, while the prime minister 
designate was taking his time in political consultations for the 
formation of a new cabinet, it approved the budget for 1992 and 
referred it to the Parliament. It also approved the economic 
adjustment programme agreed upon with the International 


Monetary Fund (IMF) and authorised both the Minister of 
Finance and the Governor of the Central Bank to issue the crucial 
letter of intent to the IMF. Without these last minute decisions to 
resolve controversial issues, we might have still been without a 
programme. 

Tbe government of Mr. Masri passed die economic adjustment 
programme and tbe related letter of intent, including the reform 
of consumption tax and customs duty and raising the prices of fuel 
and energy , to reflect the actual economic cost as of the beginning 
of 1992. However, it (fid not actually raise the prices of petroleum 
products and electricity although it carried out the tax reform, and 
imposed consumption tax on domestic production, taking in the 
process the heat, and absorbing the outcry of the industrialists 
who were taken by surprise. 

In other words, toe outgoing government took the responsibil- 
ity of most of the difficult decisions. Unfortunately, it left the 
prices of fuel and electricity to tbe new government. This 
unavoidable decision is still pending, a delay which threatens to 
blow up the whole adjustment programme along with tbe best 
interest of the Jordanian economy. Paris Club was supposed to 
meet this February to reschedule jhe installments which fell due in 
1991 but were not paid and those which will fall due in 1992. Tbe 


meetine of Paris Club will of course be called off in a matter of 
government fails to fulfill .ts 

Perhaps the government has reasons to put off the decision 

persisted from 1974 to 1985. the 
process around JD 350 million, equivalent to ^bdl^at thctoen 
Sevang exchange rate. Again a treasury toss of JD 4 
p-appeaied in 1990 and jumped to JD 20 million in 1991, rf the 
IraqkOTde were to be accounted for at the international prices. 

He budget for 1992 did not allow any amount for fuel subsidies 
simply because the government was committed to adjust prices up 
as <rf January. The unusual snowstorms caused the government to 
hesitate- The loss in January was estimated at JD 2 million. 

Fuel prices in Jordan were adjusted upwards at toastsix times 
over 18 years. Each time there was an uproar followed i after-a 
while bv the acknowledgement that the adjustment was ngM and 
somewhat late. A similar noise will be heard this time , but pe ople 
will understand that public binds should be put into a better use 

than encouraging waste. . 

Tbe question is when (and if) tbe government will finally fMe 
the reality, discharge its responsibility, and do what it ought to do 
without further delay. 


TV film describes ‘secret’ U.S. Mideast commitments 


By Nonna Holmes 

WASHINGTON — A 
documentary film to be aired 
soon on American public televi- 
sion looks into secret understand- 
ings that influenced U.S. rela- 
tions with Middle Eastern coun- 
tries for more than 40 years. 

The programme states that a 
“covenant”in existence since 
1948 committed the United States 
— even while providing aid to 
Israel — to defend Saudi Arabia. 

“The Secret Files: Washington 
Israel and the Gulf," which will 
be aired February 17, looks at 
confidential files and toe actions 
taken by four U.S. presidents 
between 15 >45 and 1967 “without 
public knowledge or congression- 
al consent,” 

Their actions, according to the 
film’s narrator, “continue ... to 
set the pattern of U.S. policy in 
the Middle East — of maintaining 
dose ties to the oil supplying 
country of Saudi Arabia while 
remaining allied with toe Arab’s 
sworn enemy. Israel.” Tbe narra- 
tor is Ben Bradlee, former editor 
of the Washington Post, whose 
parent company produced toe 
film. 

Through “confidential” files 
found in national archieves and 
tbe presidential libraries of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Harry 
Truman, Dwight Eisenhower and 
John F. Kennedy, Mr. Bradlee^ 
examines the impact of “secret” 
actions and commitments upon 
U.S. policy and toe history of tbe 
Middle East. 

After a preview of “Secret 
Files” February 11 at the Brook- 
ings Institution, its co-executive 
producer Walter Pincus discussed 
tbe film and the history of U.S. 
relationships in tbe region with 
Middle East experts. 

As explained by the narrator. 
Bradlee, the confidential docu- 
ments show that Desert Storm 
was not the first time U.S. troops 
had been sent to defend Saudi 
Arabia in keeping with U.S. com- 
mitments since 1947 to defend 
Saudi Arabia against external 
aggression. 

When President Bush spoke of 
defending “old friends" in toe 
Gulf war, says Mr. Bradlee in 
introducing “Secret Hies,” the 
president was actually fulfilling 45 
years of “presidential commit- 
ments to both the Saudis and toe 
Israelis — never approved by 
Congress, never explained at the 
time to toe public." 

“In 1943 a plan put forth by 


some Zionist leaderfs involved 
tbe Arabs giving up Palestine for 
the Jews in exchange for a 50- 
million-dollar payment,” tbe 
documentary states. In February 
1945, en route from the Yalta 
conference. President Roosevelt 
met secretly with Saudi Arabia's 
King Ibn Saud aboard a U.S. 
cruiser in the Suez Canal to ( fis- 
cuss the proposal. 

According to secret files from 
the meeting, toe narration says, 
the Saudi King’s response — that 
“Arabs would choose to die 
rather than yield their land” — 
resulted in a private pledge by 
Roosevelt that be “would do 
nothing to assist the Jews against 
toe Arabs, and would make no 
move hostile to the Arab peo- 
ple.” 

“Without a formal treaty, with- 
out public discussion or approval, 
toe U.S. committed itself to toe 
defense of the Saudi kingdom," 
Mr. Bradlee states. That promise 
has been the basis of U.S. policy 
towards Saudi Arabia ever since. 
Although toe pledge shocked his 
aides, says Mr. Bradlee, 
Roosevelt repeated the pledge to 
toe Saudi king a week before his 
death. 

Nevertheless, in December 
1947, toe United States joined in 
support of toe United Nations 
vote to partition Palestine, de- 
spite earlier U.S. intelligence 
warnings that a Jewish state in 
Palestine “could be established 
and maintained only by force.” 

In 1948, Roosevelt's successor 
Harry Truman recognised toe 
•new state of Israel in spite of 
reminders from Ibn Saud of 
Roosevelt's promise. Truman, 
however, also renewed tbe U.S. 
security guarantee to Saadi Ara- 
bia, according to tbe 
documentary. In a cable to 
Riyadh, toe State Department 
promised that if Saudi Arabia was 
“under threat of attack” the Un- 
ited States, through the United 
Nations, would “take energetic 
measures to ward off such aggres- 
sion." 

The first concrete steps to back 
up Truman *6 security guarantee 
came in April 1950, when Tru- 
man’s assistant secretary of state, 
George McGhee,' met with Ibn 
Saud to discuss the defense of 
Saudi Arabia, including tbe* 
D hah ran airfield, then under a 
short-term U.S. lease. According 
to secret memos, Bradlee says, 
the king pressed unsuccessfully 
for a formal treaty, but toe result- 
ing long-term agreement “would 


indude or follow a programme of 
mibtaiy aid and a military mission 
to train Saudi soldiers. ” 

Thus toe U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers in 1951 began operat- 
ing in Saudi Arabia, eventually 
rifaagning seven major military 
centres, induding a nrilitaiy dty 
huge enough to accommodate 
50,000 troops, to counter posable 
attacks by Israel or Arab neigh- 
bours. That dty, Dbahran, be- 


for months along toe Saudi- 
Yemen border in a secret opera- 
tion code-named “Hard Sur- 
face” 

The “Secret Files” also de- 
scribes the arms race in tbe region 
hided by competing major pow- 
ers. 

The end of the Gulf war 
brought a new round of Middle 
East peace talks, the film notes, 
“but hopes for quick progress are 


diplomacy” focus of the film. 

Mr. Akins said toe film was 
“excellent,” but pointed to an 
“im p ortant omission” in its focus, 
the fact that during the 47 years, 
the United States had a third 
important ally in the region — 
Iran- 

He pointed out that “commit- 
ments made by presidents in pri- 
vate” do not have the binding 
authority of a treaty between 
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came the base of allied troop 
operations during Desert Storm. 

Truman’s successors continued 
to honor the commitment, 
according to the film — 
Eisenhower with arms, and Ken- 
nedy with military force. 

When revolution broke out in 
Yemen in 1962, Egypt’s Gama! 
Abdel Nasser gave military back- 
ing to toe rebels and seemed to be 
inciting rebellion in neighbouring 
Saudi Arabia as well as airdrop- 
ping bundles of mortars, madtime 
gpns and other weapons to local 
insurgents. Thus, in accord with 
long-standing U.S. secret policy, 
Mr. Bradley states, Kennedy sent 
a squadron of F-100 fighter bom- 
bers on “defensive manoeuvres” 


not high.” 

“We cannot want peace more 
than ... the parties most directly 
affected by the absence of 
peace,” Secretary of State James 
Baker says in a film dip- Viewers 
are also left to ponder words of 
Defence Secretary Richard 
Cheney: “I'm never sure that all 
of toe parties out there want a 
settlement ... Tbe test ... turns 
very much on the question of 
whether tbe major players actual- 
ly want to resolve the issues.” 

In tbe panel discussion follow- 
ing the screening of the film, Mr. 
Pincus, former U.S. Ambassador 
to Israel Samuel Lewis, and for- 
mer Ambassador to Saudi Arabia 
Janies Akins, assessed tbe “secret 






states. He also noted that if 
Roosevelt’s assurances were not 
widely known to the United 
States, they “were not a secret to 
the Arabs” or the Arab press. 

Mr. Akins said one of the 
positive outcomes of the Gulf war 
was that Arab leaders now seem 
united in their desire for peace in 
the region. “The Arabs say that 
the president (pledged) his full 
effort to doing this, and they 
assume it will be done,” be said. 
“I think that peace now is not 
only possible but probable, 
assumi n g that President Bush 
sticks to his promises.” 

Brookings guest scholar Judith 
Kipper, noting that 1300,000 mil- 
lion worth of arms have gone into 


the region in the past decade, 
added: “Tbe question is where 
we go from here?-- This is a 
region that has never known 
peace.” 

Mr. Lewis said the film drama- 
tises why tbe United States has 
been involved in the Middle East 
for four decades: “We have his- 
toric commitments to both rides, 
we want to keep those commit- 
ments to both sides, and we have 
a hell of a time honoring them so 
long as friends on both rides are 
at war.” 

He said tbe film is "an extraor- 
dinary piece of documentary 
journalism,” but noted that “a 
rather key point ... not stated 
correctly, is the issue of time ... 
when tbe U.S. became toe major 
military supplier to Israel.” 

Mr. Lems said toe film gives 
the impression, “without ever 
quite saying so,” that the U.S. 
gave assurances and military sup- 
port to Israel in its early days, 
“when, in fact, it was Israel’s 
ability to defend itself against 
invaders in 1948 that established 
its independence.” And the 
weapons Israel used in the 1967 
war, be added, “were not U.S. 
weapons ... but basically French- 
supplied weapons.” 

Noting “tbe contrast between 
these two quasi-alliances,” Mr. 
Lewis said that toe film's state-, 
ment that “tbe secret commit- 
ments to both Israel and Saudi 
Arabia ‘were never revealed to 
tiie public* — is just not true.” 

He suggested that toe secret 
agreements are not comparable 
because “the public and the Con- 
gress have been remarkably 
aware of tbe degree of adminis- 
tration commitments to Israel; 
the secrecy was all about Saudi 
Arabia.” 

“I certainly agree with James 
Baker’s remarks that the U.S. 
cannot want peace more than the 
parties do," Mr. Lewis said, "but 
... the issue isn’t whether people 
want peace but what you are 
prepared to risk, or pay for 
peace." 

Robert Oakley, the former 
U.S. ambassador to Pakistan, 
said there is a need to clarify “the 
dear implication in the picture 
that out of the Gulf war came 
certain U.S. commitments — a 
large amount of ofl for aims for 
Saudi Arabia, a smaller amount 
of aims for Egypt, and S10.OOO 
million in loan guarantees for 
Israel. That’s a factual mistake 
that’s fairly important to correct” 
USIA. 


Democrats’ high hopes sinking 
as leadoff primary nears 


By David Espo 

The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON — In their 
dreams. Democrats saw them- 
selves emerging from New 
Hampshire with a front-runner 
who would swiftly unify the party 
and mount a strong, 50-state chal- 
lenge -to a republican president 
weakened by recession. 

But with five days to go to the 
leadoff primary, the dream has 
turned to dilemma. Bill Clinton is 
struggling to regain his political 
footing and neither Bob Kerrey, 
Tom Harkin nor Jerry Brown is 
generating much voter enthu- 
siasm. Former Massachusetts 
Sen. Paul Tsongas is positioned 
to win the first balloting of the 
year — and the enormous 
momentum it will bestow. 

• Not even Ronald Brown, the 
chairman of the Democratic Par- 
ty, rules out a late entry into the 
presidential race. 

“I would expect, at least at this 
time, for the Democratic 
nominee to come from the pre- 
sent field of candidates,” he said 
recently. “I think it’s unlikely... 
that others will get into the race.” 
Unlikely, but not impossible. 
In Mr. Brown’s words, the 
rules and technicalities that 


would make it difficult for a late 
entrant to succeed could be 
“amended or changed.” 

Then there are the 771 delegate 
slots allocated to members of 
Congress and party officials — a 
third of the total needed for 
nomination. 

The roster of Democrats who 
once looked into the 1992 race 
and then looked away when Pres- 
ident Bush was riding high in- 
cludes: New York Gov. Mario 
Cuomo, whose supporters in New 
Hampshire are pushing him as a 
write-in option Rep. Richard 
Gephardt Sen. A1 Gore. of Ten- 
nessee. Sen. Jay Rockefeller of 
West Virginia Sen. Bill Bradley 
of New Jersey and Sen. Uoyd 
Bentsen of Texas. 

To hear their handlers say it, 
their phones are ringing constant- 
ly with supporters and party lead- 
ers urging them to consider a late 
entry. 

It’s an impressive list — more 
impressive on paper than the 
current crop of candidates. 

But there are problems, as 
well. 

A late race carries huge risks, 
especially for a candidate young 
enough to run in 1996. Non- 
candidates often seem larger than 
life, at least until they decide to 


enter the race, as Sen. Edward 
M. Kennedy discovered when 1 m 
ran and lost in 1980. 

Tbe front-runner who wins 
New Hampshire isn’t going to 
welcome a party-anointed late- 
comer. 

Even so, for many Democrats, 
toe ones in toe race seem snail 
the ones out of it larger. 

And tbe one who started smal- 
lest of all — Mr. Tsongas — 
suddenly looms as the hottest 
politician in America. 

Ron Brown offered, his less- 
than-definitive view before 
Arkansas Gov. Clinton released 
tbe 1969 letter in which he thank- 
ed a military official for “saving 
me from tbe draft.” Mr. Clinton 
mosed in anguished terms about 
trying to balance his opposition to 
the Vie tnam draft against his 
need to “maintain my political 
viability within the system.” 

For Mr. Clinton, who had con- 
verted bis claim of “electabifity” 
into front-mnnerdom, the draft 
issue came on top of controversy 
over his personal life. He said on 
the television programme “night- 
line" that it was no wonder he 
was slipping in the polls, con- 
sidering that “all that I've been 
asked about by toe press is a 
woman I didn’t sleep with and a 


draft 1 didn’t dodge." 

Nebraska Sen. Kerrey, wound- 
ed in Vietnam, a nridwesterner, a 
self-styled leader of a new gen- 
eration, has been unable thus far 
to generate much support in New 
Hampshire. Mr. Kerrey’s “no re- 
gional ca n didate,” says a new 
television ad that targets Mr. 
Tsongas. 

Iowa Sen. Harkin runs as the 
most liberal Democrat, but m a 
primary that has rejected the 
most liberal candidate in each of 
the last four elections. 

Mr. Brown seems irrelevant. A 
Cuomo write-in is a genuine wild 
card. 

That leaves Mr. Tsongas, up 
from nowhere in tbe polls with his 
stern message that Americans 
need to rejuvenate their economy 
by pouring money into program- 
mes that will create jobs. He 
bolds traditional liberal views on 
abortion, gay rights and civil 
rights, to go with his unorthodox 
economic policy. 

Tbe thought of another Greek 
democrat from Massachusetts — 
following Michael Dukakis in 
1988 — at the top of the ticket 
makes many democrats nervous. 
But be starts off as a regional 
candidate with the good lock to 
see his region vote first. 


LETTERS 

Rid us of them, please! 

To the Editor: 

I tave always prided myself with Amman being a beautiful dtv 

toy* *** ***** ^tb billboards adSrtS 
anything from pesticides to contact lenses. s 

The municipality takes pains m planting trees on roarkirU* 
then defea* hs pmpose by hiding^ 

certainty do not like to took out of my window and *"Sr ml 
2" on an admtisment for pesticides and I am sure 
the same way. It is not only an eyesore, but also a 
motorist, in a city where the number rf 
slre^y. Recently those billboards 

eta™ty*ol«, between * carnage „ ays , which U S^tOto 

US ’ the 1965 (mindySrSlariy” ££& 

s , Kr n ■— 5*. S y “eS 

removing those eyesores. heaotify our city by 

Njywa Anabtawi, 

' p *0. Box 6904, 
Amnu ®* Jordan 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters an h - 

readers on any subject they wisbto ^ 

publication, however, should contain 

preferably address as well. 1 ««f 
request and under special chxximstance s I^!^ Cld u P oa 


■t— 
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From Yemen to downtown, 
the Friends are there 


* 

'.7 


By Pamela Doogherty 

WHETHER it is la distant 
Yemen or in downtown Am- 
man. the Friends of Archaeol- 
ogy leave no stone unex- 
amtned.. The society of 
archaeology lovers, both 
Jordanian and foreign, was 
established in I960 and since 
then has visited every corner of 
Jordan and a great deal of 
Syria, Sinai and Yemen. 

Their aim has been both to 
see as many of Jordan's 
aicbaeotogtcal sites as possible 
and to encourage a wider 
koowJedge of and support for 
the preservation of the 
archaeological riches of Jordan 
and the region. In the past year 
die Friends have offered both - 
financial and “hands-on” sup- 
port to a project to produce 
Arabic and En glish lan guage 
introductory panels for ex- 
hibits at the Citadel Museum. 

On Monday 17 February the 
Friends will be holding their 
annual general meeting. Elec- 
tions for the FOA committee 
will be one of the main activi- 
ties of the meeting but it will 
also be a chance to assess 1991 
activities and to look forward 
to 1992 plans which already 
include trips to Sinai and to 
Oman. 

The highlight of 1991 was 
tire Friend’s trip to Yemen. In 
eight busy days the group man- 
aged to' cover the major sites 
and sights of the country and a 
great many of its qnieter by- 
ways. 

From the first day, when 
they plunged into the narrow 
streets of old Sana* the trip was 
a revelation for all members of 
the group. Sana’ is one the 
oldest cities of the Arabian 
peninsula and is known to date 
to at least the second century 
B.C. when it was the Sabean 
kingdom’s main garrison town 
in the highlands. 

Like all cities today it is 
growing rapidly but, luckily for 
the visitor, modern Sana* is 
developing away from the old 
city leaving the latter intact. 
And it is everything the visitor 
expects, with its beautifolly de- 
corated multi-storey stone and 
baked brick houses and mos- 
ques and a traditional market... .. 
Still divided into 4Q different :- 
crafts . and trades, with eaette:, 
area supervised by its own - 
elected sheikh. 

Beyond Sana', Yemen 
offered an exhausting array of 
places to visit and the Friends 
made a valiant effort to all of 
them. 

For an archaeological group 
the trip to Ma’reb and 
Barakesh was a high priority. 
Ma’reb was the capital of the 
Sabeans, the most powerful 
kingdom of Arabia Felix — the 
name given to ancient Yemen 
— in the first fnillenrum B.C.. 

Its fame stems not only from its 
dominat position on the great 
incense route between the east 
and Europe, but also from the 
great Ma’reb dam, traces of 
which are still standing today, 
which provided water for a 
huge irrigation system during 
Sabean tunes. It takes imagina- 
tion to picture the dry, brown 
landscape of today as it was 
when the dam made possible 
extensive gardens producing 
vegetables, corn and grapes. 
But a new Ma’reb' dam. 


opened in 1986 gives the 
Yemenis hope of a revival of 
activity m an area which once 
supported as many as 50,000 
people. 

And beyond Sana* and 
Ma’reb there were the famous 
twin towns of Shibam and 
Kawkaban, 30 kilometres 
north west of Sana*. Shibam. at 
tiie foot of the -mountain, was 
built shortly after the Sabean 
era and the inscriptions on the 
marble pillars of its 1000 year 
old Grand Mosque tell die 
history of the town. Kawkaban 
at the top of the mountain has 
long been a place of refuge for 
the people of Shibam in times 
of trouble. 

Even new die people of Shi- 
bam pay an annual ritual visit 
to renew tbeir relationship 
with the people of Kawkaban 
to ensure that their refuge re- 
mains although die main threat 
of invasion today is from fore- 
ign tourists fascinated by the 
ancient skyscraper buildings 
that are the mark of Yemeni 
architecture. 

The town of Thula yeilded 
many more fine examples of 
Yemeni mountain architecu- 
ture, and then there was Ibb' 
with its well preserved city 
walls, Jtbiah once the capital of 
the Al Sulayhia state and ruled 
by the famous Queen Arwa 
from 1067 to 1138 A.D.. and 
Zabid, founded in the 9th cen- 
tury daring the Abbasid rule. 

Zabid was a major caravan 
stop and a centre of Islam, and 
was famous for its Islamic 
schools and universities and 
even today has 86 mosques 
functioning as Koranic schools. 
Unlike the Yemeni mountain 
-towns trith their spectacular, 
elaborately decorated multi- 
storey houses, the buildings of 
Zabid hide modestly behind 
white walls, offering only hints 
of the splendour inside. 

A great bonus of the Friends 
visit to Yemen was the pre- 
sence of Dr. Thomas Weber, 
former director of the German 
Protestant Institute for 
Archaeology in Amman, as 
tour leader. Dr. Weber had 
already led a series of excellent 
trips to Syria and maintained 
his usual standard in Yemen, 
giving an autboratative 
account of the history and 
archaeology, providing refer- 


ences for those who wanted to 
read further and even acting as 
an informal guide to shopping 
in the souqs of Sana' and Taiz. 

Taiz is the second largest city 
in Yemen, one of its former 
capitals and home to the 
beautiful Al Ashrafiya and Al 
Mudhaffar mosques and a 
bustling market which gave the 
Friends more chances to in- 
dulge their passion for shop- 
ping. 

The Yemen trip also bene- 
fited from the invaluable con- 
tribution of Muna Zagbloul of 
the Department of Antiquities. 
Muna, the FOA treasurer and 
general inspiration, had work- 
ed hard at researching and 
organising the trip and then 
worked equally hard to ensure 
its smooth running. 

Bat good leaders and good 
organisation are the aim of all 
FOA trips. In January, FOA 
committee member Gbazi 
Saudi ted a trip to downtown 
Amman which included a rare 
chance to see inside the Ro- 
man Nympbaeom. He was also 
able to take the group back to 
the Amman of his childhood 
with descriptions of the time 
when streams ran through the 
town and it was a popular 
swimming spot for the young 
boys. 

Then on Friday 14 February 
Australian archaeologist 
Stephen Bourke gave the 
Friends a fascinating tour of 
Pella in the Jordan Valley. The 
team from the University of 
Sydney is now on its fourteenth 
season of excavation at Pella 
and Stephen Bourke. having 
been there for ten of the 14 
seasons, knows and loves the 
rite. 

The FOA annual meeting 
wQl be held at the Department 
of Antiquities Registration 
Centre at Third Circle at 7.00 
p.m. on Monday 17 February. 
It will include a slide presenta- 
tion on Jordan by Dr. Gaetano 
Palumbo and the committee 
hopes all members, and non- 
members wishing to know 
more about the society, will 
attend. For more information 
call Ms. Muna Zaghknti on 
659978. 

Pamela Doogherty is a mem- 
ber of the committee of the 
Friends Of Archaeology. 



ZabacU modest white waBs hide an 
Pamela Dougherty) 


(photo by 


Israel’s nuclear arsenal 
and American foreign policy 


The Samson Option 
By Seymour M. Hersh 

Publisher: Faber and Faber, London and Boston 1991 


Public knowledge is often li- 
mited to events highlighted by 
newspapers, televirion news 
and the radio. Unfortunately, 
much of the history lies burial 
in reference books and unpub- 
lished articles in libraries and 
book shelves all over the 
world. But with the publication 
of the “Samson Option” very 
few people will be able to say 
that the power of the Amer- 
ican Zionist lobby or the ac- 
quisition by Israel of the nuc- 
lear bomb and the events sur- 
rounding that acquisition have 
been hidden from the public. 

A book carrying the same 
appeal as “By Way of Decep- 
tion” and the “Commanders,” 
the “Samson Option” seriously 
questions the independence of 
several American presidents 
and puts the judgement of 
many others on trial. 

Intimate knowledge of 
Israeli efforts and capabilities 
in the arena of nuclear defence 
and offence has been Amer- 
ica’s from day one. says Mr. 
Hersh. 

American presidents and 
officials who claimed to be 
against nuclear arms prolifera- 
tion willingly and knowingly 
closed tbeir eyes to Israel's 
acquisition and expansion of a 


(Continued from page 1) 

Syria said that the Moscow 
gathering with some two dozen 
participants was an attempt to 
normalise Israel’s status in the 
region while the Jewish state was 
offering no concessions in the 
bilateral peace talks. 

“We appreciate, respect and 
understand Syrian stand to the 
farthest limits.” said Dr. Abu 
Jaber. 

“Arab solidarity is there in all 
positions,” Dr. Abu Jaber said, 
adding that he and Mr. Sharaa 
“will continue to search for new 
horizons of cooperation and coor- 
dination.” 

A PLO delegation headed by 
Foreign Affairs chief Farouq 
Qaddoumi is due in Damascus on 
Sunday, PLO officials in Amman 
said. 

Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said Dr. Abu Jaber would raise 
the possibility of convening a 
long-sought meeting of Arab 
states u> coordinate policy before 
the resumption of bilateral nego- 
tiations. 

Dr. Abu Jaber returned to 
Amman Saturday evening. 

In a statement to Jordan Tele- 
vision Dr. Abu Jaber said he 
agreed with his Syrian counter- 
part Farouq Al Sharaa on main- 
taining consultations between 
Jordan and Syria over the issue. 
He also said agreement was 
reached on continuing contacts at 
the pan- Arab level to revive joint 
Arab action at this stage in which 
the Arab countries are facing 
serious challenges in view of 
Israel’s extremist policies. 

Dr. Abu Jaber described bis 
talks in Damascus as being con- 


nuclear arsenal. 

The book is filled with de- 
tails for the students of history. 
Mr. hersh names many col- 
laborators and exposes U.S., 
presidents Truman and Ken- 
nedy as hopelessly dependent, 
for campaign funding on senior 
American Zionists like Abra- 
ham Feinberg, a wealthy New 
York businessman and fund- 
raiser for Israel’s nuclear 
arsenal. 

Explaining his wide span of 
influence in the White House, 
Mr. Feinberg said, “My path 
to power was cooperation in 
terms of what they needed — 
campaign money." 

“The special relationship’’ 
between the United States and 
Israel is exposed as part 
“blackmail” and part Zionist 
fervor, as in the case of presi- 
dents Johnson, Nixon and 
Reagan. 

France's rote in the acquisi- 
tions by Israel of a nuclear 
capability will make it an 
accessory, along with (he U.S., 
if and when Israel uses its 
weapons, which are hidden 
underground at Dimona, in the 
Negev Desert, according to 
Mr. Hersh. 

While the Israeli acquisition 
of a nuclear arsenal will be old 
news to many, what may be 


ducted in a very positive and 
constructive atmosphere and 
frankness, understanding and 
mutual respect. 

Mr. Sharaa stressed the im- 
portance of wider consultation 
and coordination between Syria 
and Jordan that “will lead to 
achieving Middle East peace 
objectives.” 



Seymour Hersh 


new to some is that Mr. Hersh, 
knowingly or not. exposed the 
American Jewish leaders in a 
complicity to keep the no war- 
no peace status quo between 
the Arab World and Israel 
going. 

The 1962 attempt by Presi- 
dent Kennedy to partially im- 
plement United Nations Re- 
solution 194, which allows 
Palestine refugees to return to 
their homes, was torpedoed by 
the leaders of the American 
Jewish community, according 
to Mr. Hersh. 

In retrospect, a historic 
opportunity for peace that was 
not rejected by any Arab 
group or government was ruled 
out by Israel and its supporters 
on Capitol Hill. Mr. Hersh 
writes. 

David Ben Gurion, por- 
trayed by Mr. Hersh as a fana- 
tic on the issue of Israel’s need 
for nudear arms, made sure 
there would be no implementa- 
tion of the U.N. resolution. 

“The expected last-minute 
Arab rejection did not come ... 
‘Israel panicked,’ and pro- 
voked a wave of intense poli- 
tical pressure from American 
Jews upon the White House ... 


In the end. President Kennedy 
... backed down.” 

The “Samson Option.” like 
many recent books criticising 
Israel's special status in 
Washington and the Western 
press, alludes to “double-talk” 
and “doublethink” in that 
press. 

Respected newspapers, 
some for whom Mr. Hersh 
once worked, consistently wa- 
tered down Israeli nuclear 
capabilities over the years 
while launching attacks against 


BOOK REVIEW 


all other countries doing the 
same. 

Mr. Hersh does not go far 
enough in some areas and 
leaves readers to reach their 
own conclusions. After the 
October 5, 1986. Sunday 
Tunes revelation about the size 
and extent of the nuclear 
arsenal that Israel built in its 
“desert castle — Dimona.” 
Mr. Hersh says no major news- 
paper or television network 
picked up the story. 

Indeed, according to Mr. 
Hersh, the main reporter of 
the story, basing his facts on 
the Testimony of Israeli defec- 
tor Mordechai Vanunu, was 
shocked at the “no reaction” 
of the rest of the press com- 
munity. Even White House 
officials who were critical of 
U.S. policy of “eyes closed" 
towards Israeli nuclear efforts 
were appalled that the press 


gave the story no prominence. 

Gting the “involvement of 
the press” the knowledge and 
involvement of former press 
tycoon Robert Maxwell in the 
suppression of information re- 
garding Israel’s nudear arsenal 
is but one of several revela- 
tions made by Mr. Hersh. 

Although the Western press 
played up theMaxweil-Mossad 
connection, they would have 
been better advised to expose 
the frightening power that the 
Zionist lobby has bought on 
capitol Hill and in the White 
House. 

Mr. Hersh called his book 
"The Samson Option” in refer- 
ence to the biblical option that 
Samson took to destroy all 
those around him when faced 
with a liquidation assault on his 
people. The term had been 
coined by the Israeli leadership 
under David Ben Gurion. The 
option was first considered, 
according to Mr. Hersh, by the 
government of Golda Meir 
during the 1973 Arab-lsraeli 
War. The option, of course, 
was that as a last resort — 
rather than surrender — Israel 
would use the bomb, des- 
troying itself and the Arabs 
with it. 

But it is Mr. Hersh's con- 
cluding words that are more 
disturbing than all the other 
information that he presented 
to the reader. “The Samson 
Option.” he writes in the last 
sentence of his book, “is no 
longer the only nuclear option 
available to Israel.” 

By Mariam M. Shahin 


AGRIBUSINESS CONSULTANT 
WANTED 

An international project is seeking a consul- 
tant to work full-time for three weeks from 24 
Feb. to 16 March 92. 

Compensation will be at a competitive rate 
based on qualifications and experience. 
The desired qualifications are: 

1. Graduate degree in Ag. economics, Ag. 
marketing or related discipline. 

2. Minimum 10 years experience in Jordan 
private sector agribusiness production, 
marketing or exporting. 

3. Demonstrated ability to visualize, describe 
and analyse problems. 

4. Ability to write and speak effectively in 
English and Arabic. 

5. Capability in personal computers. 

Interested persons with current resume 
please call Fakhri at 689192/3 up to 
Wednesday Feb. 19, 1992 


HOTEL AQUANIARINA 111 

Three nights/four days per person JD 29.000 in 
double room occupancy including breakfast 
and lunch. 

The above rates are subject to 10% govt, tax 
and 10% sen/ice charge. 

For reservation please call: 03-31-6255 


HOTEL AQUAMAR1NA 11 

Three nights/four days per person JD 29.00 in 
double room occupany including breakfast at Aqua 
II and lunch at Aqua I. 

The above rates are subject to 10% govt, tax and 
10% service charge. 

For reservation please call 315165 - 316250 


AQUANIARINA HOTEL — CLUB 1 

Three nights/four days per person JD 48.00 in 
double room occupancy including breakfast 
and dinner buffet barbeque in Blue Lagoon 
Restaurant with MAHA, the Arabic Singer (for 
families only). 

The above rates are subject to 10% govt, tax 
and 10% service charge. 

For reservation please call: 03-31-6250 


Arabs intensify coordination 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACXWG. air freight 

FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
OOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
-_*WD . RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAB&SONS 

.JR- 6CW 676 60^696 ^ 
P.OOOX 7806 




CROWN | 

INT’L EST. I 
Packing, shipping, m 
forwarding, storage, 1 
clearing, door-to-door § 
service g 

Air. Sea and Land 


Aden's f'rtW the wOrifl 

Tel: 664090 
Fax: 690852 
s.O.Box 926487 Ammar 



" Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

Abdoun Real 

Estate 

Tel. 610605, 810609, 

L— Fax: 610520_J 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and gec- 

* JUMBO photo 
sizm 30 % larger 

• Free Metal Frame 

13 x 18 c-m 


Shine isani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 


CALL SOHA 
AT 


* 



Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 



Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 


real estate 
W R” 
us 



Just call NIDAL 

693037 



MOVING ? 



Let Araniex Air Cargo 

take care of the works. 

Door to Door 
Call the friendly 
professionals on 

660507 or 660508' 

ARAUEX— 



The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 


in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

j‘rr ii“iTI~i 

Open daily 3 2 $0-3 30 
p.m. - 

1M — mtnig&t 

, T*L$38968 



/ CHEN'S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. ■ 

. \ 6:30 - Midnight / 



MANDARIN BESTAUKANf] 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 


Open 1U0-3J0 Jt 6 OuJi 

Take away Is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel / 
|TeL 861928, Amman \/ &J 

luce Taxied /tf' 



AQABA 


CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

12M-15M & tt-Jd-23’36 

. Tel: 03*314415 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IhVIfOTEL 

i|j£<jl|ls 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P.0. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



TeI.63S212 

Call 

Mahmoud Saudi 


LLcCTftTtPl i 

rOMftjgL 1 

• IM'&VOII? 

. .Mt'OATMrM 
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Canadian beats top women skiers; 
former Soviet wins second gold 



ALBERTVILLE, France 
(AP) — Kerrin Lee-Gartner 
won Canada's first gold medal 
of the 1992 Winter Olympics 
Saturday as North Americans 
outsped European favourites 
down the treacherous “iron 
rock'’ women's downhill ski 
course. 

Vegard “the Viking” 
Ulvang missed his third Olym- 
pic gold medal, but triumph 
still belonged to Norway. 
Teammate Bjorn Dahiie, 
world champion at the dis- 
tance, overtook him in a 15- 
itilometre cross country ski 
race, and Ulvang settled for 
the silver. 

Lyubov Egorova of the 
Unified Team of former 
Soviet athletes skied to ber 
second gold, adding victory in 
tbe women's 10- kilo metre 
freestyle cross country race to 
her earlier triumph in tbe 15k. 

With the cross country vic- 
tories, Norway and the United 
Team each had four golds, 
even with Austria and one 
' behind Germany's five. 

In total medals, Germany 
- and Austria each had 14. The 
Unified Team had 12 and 

* Norway eight. 

In the downhill, Austria 
bad been counting on ski 
queen Petra Kronberger and 
its other stars to help it over- 

* take Germany for the medals 
lead. 

But in a light snowfall, Lee- 
Gartner exploded over tbe 

■ course's long jumps and 
. through sweeping turns, 

finishing .06 seconds ahead of 
another surprise medalist, 

■ American Hilary Lindh. Lee- 
fGartner never has won a 

World Cup race, and Lindh's 
was the first U.S. Alpine ski 
medal since 1984. 

Austria's Veronika Wallin- 
ger was another .03 behind in 
third. World Cup downhill 
leader Katja Seizinger of Ger- 
many was fourth and women’s 
combined gold medalist 
Kronberger finished fifth, .18 
seconds behind the winner. 

In the cross country races. 


Ulvang and Egorova both be- 
came triple medalists. 

Ulvang had won the 30k 
and 10k classical style races 
before losing to Dahiie by 
53.4 seconds and taking silver 
in Saturday's freestyle com- 
petition. 

Under the “pursuit” format 
of Saturday’s race, Ulvang 
had a 19-second head start on 
the field because of his 10k 
race winning margin. Dahiie, 
stronger than Ulvang in the 
“skating” technique used in 
this race, started 25 seconds 
behind his countryman and 
overtook him less than four 
kilometres into the race. 

Giorgio Vanzetta of Italy, 
less than a second behind 
Ulvang, edged teammate 
Marco Aibarello for the 
bronze. 

Egorova and Finland's Mar- 
jut Lukkarinen both started 
tbe women’s race with a nine- 
second advantage over the 
Unified Team’s Elenh Valbe 
after Lukkarinen ’s narrow vic- 
tory over Egorova in Thurs- 
day's 5k. Italy’s Stefania Bel- 
mondo started 13 seconds be- 
hind the leaders. 

Egorova finished 24.1 
seconds ahead of silver medal- 
ist Belmondo. Valbe won her 
third bronze medal and Luk- 
karinen was fourth. 

Britain hoped for hs first 
bobsledging medal since 1964 
after Mark Tout and Lenny 
Paul took tbe lead Saturday 
after the first half of the two- 
man competition. Guenther 
Huber and Stefano Tied of 
Italy were 03 seconds behind 
and Austrians Ingo Appelt 
and Thomas Schroll .13 be- 
hind going into Sunday’s last 
two runs. 

After Ulvang, American 
Bonnie Blair became the 
games’ second double gold 
medalist by winning the 
women’s 1,000 metres speeds- 
kating Friday. 

Meanwhile facing adversity 
for one of the few times in its 
Olympic hockey history, die 
Unified Team showed no mer- 


Connors, still invincible, 
plays in Memphis semis 


MEMPHIS ( AP) — Jimmy Con- 
nors continued his journey 
through the field at tbe £780,000 
Federal Express International, 
eliminating lOth-seeded Aaron 
Krictstein 3-6, 6-2, 6-3. 

The victory puts Connors, who 
dumped off top-seed Michael 
Stich in three sets Thursday 
night, into a semifinal match with 
Malivai Washington. 

Washington, the 14th seed, 
turned in another steady per- 
formance, mastering Michiel 
Schapeis 6-3, 7-5 for his quarter-, 
final victory. 

Amos Mansdorf defeated a 
seeded opponent for a third time 
as he moved into the semifinals 
by downing No. 13 Paul Haarhuis 
7-6, (7-5). 6-3. 

Mansdorf will meet No. 7 
Wayne Ferreira, a 6-4, 6-2 winner 
over No. 2 Pete Sampras. 

Connors appeared to be more 
than just pleased with his per- 
formance ar the Racquet Club of 


Mdtiiphis this week. 

“My goal is to play U.S. Open- 
type tennis every time I step out 
there and thafs exactly what Fve 
done," said Connors, the winner 
of 109 tournaments including 
eight Grand Slam events and four 
Memphis titles. 

Krickstein, who now is 0-7 for 
bis career against Connors, had 
command of the opening set, 
breaking Connors in the third 
game to go up 2-1 and then 
breaking Connors at love in the 
ninth game to take the set. 

Connors, the 16th seed, quick- 
ly took control in the second set, 
breaking Krickstein in tbe first 
and third games and, after wast- 
ing three set points, leveling the 
match with an ace. 

Connors and Krickstein traded 
service breaks in the first two 
games of tbe third set, before 
Connors broke through again in 
the third game when his oppo- 
nent double faulted. 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦J86 .KQ ;KQJ9 +AK84 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one spade. \Vhat 
action do you take? 

A. — With 19 horrible points we are 
almost tempted to pass, but just 
can’t bring ourselves to take such a 
pessimistic course. We would dou- 
ble, although we have a sneaking 
admiration for those who can steel 
Lhemsefvee to bid one no trump. 

QJ2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4762 ~AJ AQ3 4AKQ102 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 4 Pass 1 7 Pass 


What do you bid now? 

A. — If you have adopted the mod- 
em style where a reverse bid would 
be a one-round force, then two dia- 
monds is the standout action. If 
not. you probably have to opt for a 
somewhat mis-descriptive non- 
forcing jump rebid of three dubs. 

. which iB only slightly better than a 
jump to two no trump. 

Q.3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦A654 VAJ1032 .96 442 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
no trump. What do you respond? 
A. — It is not yet time to insist on a 
heart contract— you might have a 
4-4 spade fit and a jump to three 
hearts would exclude that possibili- 
ty. Start by probing for a major-suit 
fit by bidding two clubs. If partner 
denies a major, you can then jump 
to three hearts. 

Q.4— -Both vulnerable, as South 


you hold; 

4AKJ952 104 -.' Void 4762 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

I 4 Pass 1 4 Pass 

1 NT Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Since a jump to three spades 
would be invitational, not forcing, 
the choice lies between a jump shift 
to three hearts and a leap to four 
spades. Partner could easily have a 
four-card heart suit, so our choice is 
the jump shift to three hearts. 

Q.5 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

47 vAQIO 3-AKJ63 4AQ65 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

Pass Pass 1 v Pass 

1 T Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You must drive to game, and 
even though partner is a passed 
hand, there could still be a slam in 
the offing. Advise partner of your 
strength by jump-shifting to three 
clubs. 

Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

47 TAQ10 0AKJ63 4AQ65 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

Pass Pass 1 v Pass 

1 ? Pass 3 * Pass 

3 v Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Your jump shift was a game 
force, so there’s no need for any- 
thing dramatic at the moment. 
Continue to describe your hand by 
preferring to three hearts now. 
Among other things, that highlights 
your spade shortness. 


Friday against France, win- 
ning 8-0 to maintain its record 
of perfect attendance in the 
medal round. 

The Unified Team (3-1) 
joins Canada (4-0), Czechos- 
lovakia (3-1), the United 
States (3-0) and Sweden (3-0) 
in the playoffs. 

Canada beat Czechoslova- 
kia 5-1 Friday night and can 
lock up the first seed in its 
group by beating tbe Unified 
Team Sunday. 

France (1-3) still has a 
chance to get its group’s final 
medal-round berth. So does 
Switzerland (1-3), which beat 
winless Norway 6-3 Friday. 

Switzerland can advance by 
upsetting Czechoslovakia in 
Sunday's finale if Norway 
beats France the same day. If 
France beats Norway, it adv- 
ances regardless of wbat 
Switzerland does. If France, 
Switzerland and Norway fin- 
ish in a three-way tie, tbe 
team with the greatest goal 
differential in games among 
the three clubs would qualify. 

In games played Thursday 
involving tbe other group, the 
United States clinched its first 
medal-round berth since 1980 
with a 4-1 victory over Finland 
(2r-l), Sweden beat Germany 
3-1, and Italy (1-2) topped 
Poland 7-1. 

Playing under the flag of the 
Soviet Union, the Unified 
Team had gone 53-5-2 and 
won seven gold medals, one 
silver and one bronze in its 
nine Olympics from 1956-88. 
Its 4-3 loss to Czechoslovakia 
Wednesday was its first in an 
Olympic game that mattered 
since 1980. 

Ice dance compulsories 

Russian couple Marina Kli- 
mova and Sergei Pono- 
marenko took the lead in the 
Olympic ice dancing competi- 
tion Friday by winning the 
compulsory dances. 

Tbe two-time world cham- 
pions, who represent the Un- 


ited Team, collected 0.4 fac- 
tored placements in the two 
required dances. 

Russian compatriots Maya 
Usova and Alexander Zhulin 
were right behind at 0.8. 

Siblings Isabelle and Paul 
Duchesnay, who grew up in 
Canada but compete for 
France, were third. 1.2. 

Nineteen couples from 12 
countries are competing. 

Most of tbe capacity crowd 
of 7,000 in the Olympic ice 
hall cheered and chanted for 
the Duchesnays. The fans 
waved the French tricolor and 
clapped in rhythm to the 
music for the paso doble and 
the blues. 

“We have never had so 
many people with so much 
enthusiasm at the compulsory 
dance," Paul Duchesnay said. 
“We can only say thank you to 
tbe fans." 

The former Soviet Union 
has dominated Olympic ice 
■dancing almost as completely 
as it has the pairs figure skat- 
ing. 

Couples from tbe various 
republics have won every ice 
dancing gold medal except 
one since the event joined the 
Olympic programme in 1976. 
Klimova and Ponomarenko 
already have Olympic silver 
(1988) and bronze (1984) 
medals. 

Only Britons Jayne Torvill 
and Christopher Dean — now 
Isabelle Duchesnay 's husband 
and tbe couple’s choreog- 
rapher — interrupted the gol- 
den run in 1984 with a victory 
in Sarajevo. 

Compulsory dance consists- 
of two performances per cou- 
ple to specified music. The 
couples must do specific steps 
with prescribed rhythms in an 
exact manner with exact 
placement on the ice. Marks 
are given to each pair, with 
tbe compulsories worth 20 per 
cent of the total score. 

The original dance, a polka, 
is set for Sunday night, fol- 
lowed Monday evening by the 
free dance. 


Novotna, McNeil reach 
Chicago Slims semifinals 


CHICAGO (AP) — Lori McNeil 
ontdaeDed Zina Garrison with an 
accurate serve and outstanding 
net play Friday, winning 6-1. 6-3 
in the quarterfinals of the Virgi- 
nia Slims of Chicago. 

McNeil, the sixth seed, meets 
second-seeded Martina Navratil- 
ova in a semifinal match. Navra- 
tilova has won all nine meetings 
between the two. 

Also Friday, third-seeded Jana 
Novotna rallied to win a first set 
tiebreaker and went on tbe beat 
seventh-seeded Amy Frazier 7-6 
(7-5), 6-1. 

Novotna, ranked 10th in the 
world, faces top-seeded Steffi 
Graf in the other semifinal. 

McNeil, ranked 21st in the 
world, played top 10 tennis, 
attacking the net and making 
Garrison return several nnsuc- 
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cessful lobs and long balls. 

McNeil took a 2-1 lead when 
neither player held serve in the 
first three games of the opening 
set. 

After holding serve in the 
fourth game, McNeil got her 
third break in the fifth game 
when Garrison hit two balls in a 
row over the end line. 

Garrison, last year’s runnenrp 
to Navratilova, lost her serve 
again in the sixth game of the 
second set on a great passing shot 
by McNeil. That left Garrison 
down 4-2. 

The 66-minute match ended 
when Garrison slammed a return 
over the end line. 

“Some days everything you hit 
is a winner, and that's the way it 
was (for McNeil) tonight," Garri- 
son said. 


Cason, Ottey set indoor records 

MADRID (R)— Andre Cason of the United States and Merlene 
tfttey of Jamaica smashed the men’s and women’s world 60 
metres records in a dramatic finale to an International Indoor 
Athletics meeting in Madrid. Cason flew home in 6.41 seconds to 
better his own world mark of 6.45 seconds, set in Ghent, Belgium, 
on Jan. 29. Ottey clocked 6.96 seconds to take four hundredths erf 
a second off the six-year-old record of Nellie Rere-Cooman of die 
Netherlands, set on the same track. Ottey staged a desperate 
finish to edge out arch-rival Irina PrivaJova of the Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS), who was just one hundredth of a 
second behind in 6.97 seconds, a European record. In a otherwise 
quiet meeting, Lyudmila Narozhflcnko (CIS) ran a season’s best 
of 7.76 seconds in the women’s 60 metres hurdles and Spain's 
Fermin Cache beat William Tanui of Kenya and George Kersh 
(U.S.) in the men’s 1,000 metres, docking two minutes 20.18 
seconds. World champion Greg Foster of the United States was 
well out of contention in the men’s 60 metres hurdles, losing his 
stride after hitting the third hurdle in a race won by compatriot 
Rcnaldo Nehemiah in 7.50 seconds. 

PSV coach Robson undergoes surgery 

AMSTERDAM (R) — PSV Eindhoven coach Bobby Robson 
had part of his large intestine removed in an operation and is not 
expected at work for some week, PSV said Saturday. The team 
gave no further details of the intestinal complaint which put tins 
58-year-old former England manager in hospital Tuesday. His 
assistant, former Danish International Frank Amesen, has taken 
over in his absence. The Dutch League champions said last month 
they would not renew Robson's two-year contract which expires 
at the end of June. 

Holmes, Hoiyfield plan May match 

NEW YORK (AP) — Fourteen years after he became 
heavyweight champion, Larry Holmes appears headed for a title 
shot against Evander Hoiyfield. Shelly Finkel, Holyfield's mana- 
ger, and Dan Duva, his promoter, plan to meet with the 
champion to see if he will accept a May match against the 
42-year-old Holmes. Finkel would not pinpoint what tbe purses 
would be for the fight. But be said it would be approximately $21 
million for the champion and $10 million for Holmes, who won his 
sixth straight comeback fight Feb. 7 with a 12-round derisioq over 
previously unbeaten Ray Mercer. Holyfield's purse was $2) 
million last April when he scored a 12-round decision over 
George Foreman, who was 42 at tbe time. Foreman’s guarantee 
was $12.5 milli on. 

‘Buster 1 Douglas arrested 

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Former world heavyweight cham- 
pion James ‘Buster’ Douglas was charged with drunken driving 
after police saw him driving erratically. Police said Douglas, 31, 
could not recite the alphabet after he was pulled over shortly 
before 3 a. m. He was taken to the Franklin County Jail, where be 
stayed until his arraignment Friday morning. He pleaded innocent 
before municipal Judge Bruce Jenkins and was released on Ms 
own recognisance. No trial date was set. But his licence was 
suspended because he had a previous drunken driving conviction, 
in 1989, and he refused to take a blood-alcohol test. Douglas won 
the heavyweight title by knocking oat Mike Tyson two years ago 
in Tokyo. He lost the title to Evander Hoiyfield in his next fight. 


Edberg, Courier, Becker and 
Forget reach Brussels semis 


BRUSSELS (R) — Sweden’s Ste- 
fan Edberg, America’s Jim 
Charier, . Boris Becker of Ger- 
many and Guy Forget of France 
reached the semifinals of the 
$800,000 Donnay Indoor Cham- 
pionship here. Friday. 

Edberg, the number 1 seed, 
had tittle difficulty in disposing of 
Czechoslovakia’s Karel Novacek 
6-2, 6-1 to advance to a semifinal 
encounter with Becker. 

The Swedish player's accurate 
returns and consistent serving 
overwhelmed Novacek, who nev- 
er looked like getting a grip on 
the match. 

Becker, seeded Number 3, ear- 
lier defeated bis compatriot Carl- 
Uwe Steeb 6-3, 7-6 (7-3). 

Courier, tbe world’s top player 
and second seeded here, posted a 
hard won 7-6 (8-6), 7-6 (7-5) 


victory over Alexander Volkov of 
the Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States. 

Courier will meet France’s Guy 
Forget in the second of the semi- 
finals. The Frenchman convin- 
cingly dismissed Ivan Lendl 6-2, 
7-6 (7-4). 

Forget’s strong serving and ser- 
vice returns proved too much for 
Lendl, who recovered after a 
poor first set but lost the tie- 
break in tbe second. 

Becker, took a 3-1 lead against 
Steeb and never had to look 
back, winning the opening set 
6-3. 

In tbe second set, Steeb took a 
4-1 lead, but Becker, using a 
strong service and volley game, 
evened it at 4-4 and dominated 
the tiebreak from the start, win- 
ning the set 7-3. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

t199l Tnbum Mofla Sarvieas Ire. 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 






/ suns, dost BE 
AnZAlDTOASXMV 

fWMHEsvew. 
easy' ms my 

68AHDPAVM0 
HASATEOW8LF 
TEMPER/ 


-eO-tfJUSEF.S IB, 
WE LOVE EACH, 
OTHER AND WED 
LIKE TD (SET 
X MARRIED .{JR 


<5OON.06ATlT/ CONY 
BOTHER ME -ASK HER 
GRANDFATHER/ 


■ss ax&m 





FORECAST FOR SUNDAY FEBRUARY 16, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Doublecheck whatever ideas come 
into your consciousness and bold 
off on decisions until after the FuD 
Moon of February 18th. Everyone 
may' be a little off till then in 

judgement. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Consider early your intimate aims 
and bow you can best obtain them 
while in the afternoon don't make 
radical changes and tonight enjoy 
new acquaintances. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Be 
in touch with a good friend who 
backs your aims early, then don’t 
run off from your chosen compan- 
ion while tonight is good for going 
out. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Do 

early what will enhance yon good 
standing in public, then avoid a 
bumptious outside associate, 
tonight enjoy recreations with 
good comiads. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can surround yourself 
early with some very high princi- 
pled toughts, then sidestep tasks 
that can irritate you, tonight do 
wbat pleases your mate. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Enjoy 
attachment early in tbe day, after 
which pleasures can be a dis- 
appointment while in the evening 
getting off to new interests with 
partner is alright. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A partner gives some excellent 


suggestions after breakfast, then 
you would be wise to sidestep a 
discussion 'at your home, tonight 
build up year health. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October . 
22) Consider early how to improve 
your surroundings, then use much 
care on the highway while tonight 
is good for perfecting some special 
talent. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Earty arrange for amuse- 
ments you can later enjoy, then use 
much care where pocketbook and 
assets are roncerncd; tonight enjoy 
home, family pleasures. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You can enjoy 
home very much during the morn- 
ing after which don't try to again 
an unusual ambitations while 
tonight you can visit dose compan- 
ions and have a good time. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Contact one with 
whom you have important dealings 
early then don’t fuss and fret over 
something you can do nothing ab- 
out: tonight devise a better budget. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Whatever you have in mind 
of a material nature should be 
attended to early, then don’t upset 
a quick-on -tbe- trigger friend. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your own judgment is unusual 
today during the morning, then 
you can get in touch with an 
influential person unless careful; 
tonight make new contacts. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



‘Not now, dear! If s time for me 
to love, honor and cherish 
my lunch!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD SAME 
q —by Henri Arnold- and Bob Lee' 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



WHEN YOU VOTE 
A “ffTRAieHT TICKET, 
IT SOMETIMES CON- 
TAINS A CANDIDATE 
Of? TWO WHO IS THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: CEASE DOUBT CRAFTY SEPTIC 
Answer When he stayed too long, the guest became 
this— A PEST 


THE Daily Crossword by Stanley B. Whitten 


ACROSS 
1 Watch lace 
5 Hindu Mr. 


14 "Golden — 

15 Son of Jacob 

16 Alliance fetters 

17 Squabble 

18 Lendl o! tennis 

19 College football 
team 

22 UKrainlan 


23 Soak Hex 

24 Convex molding 
27 Tefi a Story 

31 Da old style 

32 Siberian 
antelopes 


36 — up (angry} 

37 Tube or drde 
36 Levin or 

Gershwin 


40 Flock of geese 

41 Deprivation 

42 Abstract 

44 Kayak 

45 Period of note 

46 Purpiwh flowers 
50 Dessert choice 
55 A Templeton 
55 Slight trace 

57 Nibble 
59 Dagger " 

GO Flu strain 

61 inquisitive 

62 Impudent talk 

63 Comparison 
word 

64 Suit to — 

DOWN 

1 Dress in 

2 "If — a Million" 

3 Aleutian island 

4 Sentry 

5 Revolves 
floating logs 

6 Hundred-eyed 
giant 

7 Dietrichs 
■The — “ 

6 Secondhand 


ann mmu 


i aaaau 

laauHaaa 


£1991 Tnauro Madia Svroem Inc 
** Rigntt ttesamad 


9 Splinter 

10 Magic Show 
Kinston 

11 Office in D.C. 

12 Triumphs 

14 Kapfan of TV 
2D McMahon and 

Ames 

21 GootS 

24 Nev. resort lake 

25 Close golf score 

26 Hunting dogs 

28 Rhine feeder 

29 Human trunk 

30 Wipe out 

32 Thailand 

formerly 

33 Aquarium prize 

34 Common suffix 

40 Aon' 

41 Noodle dish 

43 Ruses 

44 300 

47 Ancient Gr. 
colony 

48 Can. peak 

49 Yemen seaport 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


sorer luuuij (innin 

nn nii nnnn rorr 

error nnnn eciHe 

ORfU SOBER 
RnniRBroD nnnnn 
Rnnn HBBnni ranmo 

no 

OlilORR HnnnnRR 

FlClHRIi] HRo 

Anno Finna BniuTin 
nnDQ nnna erode 
mm nnsa nnnnd 


50 Fathers 

51 Director Kazan 

52 RBI e.g. 


53 Tie feature 

54 Loosen 
58 Y 
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Iran says Saudis causing problems at OPEC 


NICOSIA (R)— Saadi Arabia is* 
cansng problems at the OPEC 
talks in Geneva, by not agreeing 
to a cot in its output, Iranian Ofl 
Monster GboLanxieza Aqazadeh 
^od Saturday. 

He told Iranian radio there 
were differences of opinion over 
quota; and cots m ofl output, and 
Saadi Arabia was **001 ready to 
cot production:” 

*jh pointed out that 


OPEC member states 

have agreed to cut their oil pro- 
duction and Saudi Arabia's fai- 
lure to agree has caused the 
sessou to face difficulty,” the 


radio said, according to the Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC). 

OPEC cal ministers began their 
fourth day of strategy t»iir« in 
Geneva Saturday after an 
attempted compromise to cut 
production fell apart only a few 
barrels away from a deal. 

Only 100,000 b/d of crude — a 
small proportion of the 24.4 mil- 
liot b/d the OPEC prodaces now — 
stood between ministers and the 
■deal they need to prevent an im- 
pending price crash. 

The ministers are trying to 
agree bow much production each 




Financial 

Markets 


Jordan' Times 


ration with 


Cairo Amman Bank 

(1.5. Dollar to l uw nati onal markets 


Currency 

Naoyo tfe 

Ctoae 

HgVoxb 

Cfoae 


*** 13.2.1992 

*** 14.2.1992 

Sterling Pound" 

1.7727 

1.7710 

Deutsche Mark 

1.6230 

1.6265 

Swiss Franc 

1.4590 

1.4659 

Frendi Franc 

5.5370 

5.5335 

Japanese Yen 

12 7.75 

127.90 

European Curraiy Unit 

1.2713 ** 



Eanwran Quotas (a MJfi ,n. r.VTT 


Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

>2 MTHS 

U.S. Dollar # 

3.93 

4.06 

4.1 5 

4.50 

Sterling Pound 

10.50 

10.25 

10.13 

10.00 

Deutsche Mark 

4.50 

9.50 

9.43 

9.25 

Swiss Franc 

7.31 

7.31 

7.25 

7.19 

Frendi Franc 

9.93 

9.43 

9.93 

9.62 

Japanese Yen 

5.53 

5.21 

4.96 

4.67 

European Currency Unit 

10.1 1 

10. IS 

10.16 

9.43 


14.2.1992 


Metal 


JD'Gm’ 1 

Metal 

USD/Or 

JD/Gm 

Cold 

354.15 

6.75 

Silver 

j 4.17 

.090 


21 Kara 

Control Bank of Jordan Exchange Kata Bulletin 

Dot 


15.2.1992 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U.5. Dollar 

0.6S00 

0.6620 

Sterling Pound 

K2034 

1.2094 

Deutsche Mark 7 ‘ 

MW 

"0.4199 . 

Swiss Franc 

0.4636 

0.4661 

Frendi Franc 

0.1231 

0.1231 

Japanese Yea' 

0.5315 

0.5342 

Dutch G odder 

0.3715 

0.3732 

Swedish Krona 

0.1152 

0.1156 

Italian Lira” 

0.0556 

0.0559 

Belgian Franc 

0.02029 

0.02039 

- hr I0O 



Other CorrendK 

Data: 15.2.1992 

Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.7746 

1.7650 

Lebanese Lira' 

0.0771 

0.0779 

Saadi Riyal 

0.IS109 

WBBM 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

- 

^■R 

Qatari Riyai 

0.1643 

0.1651 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2020 

0.2150 

Omani Riyal 

1.7406 

1.7500 

UAE Dirham 

0.1645 

0.1851 

Greek Drachma 

0.3580 

0.367 5 

Cypriot Pound 

7.4735 

7.4970 


Ptr IN 

CAB huBcas 


for Amman Financial Market 
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Index 

5 .2. 1992 Close 

12 . 2. 1992 close 

Banking Sector 

735.42 

709.74 

770.55 

Insurance Sector 

731.35 

734.25 

Sector 

173.54 

177.93 

Senkh, Sector 

152.31 

154.21 


country should sacrifice to reduce 
the overall total and support 
prices in a market awash with oil. 

Iran wanted Saudi Arabia to 
trim another 100,000 b/d from its 
output as part of a plan to reduce 
overall production to 22.5 million 
b/d, lessening the drastic cuts 
some other members would have 
to make. 

Saudi Arabia, angered by 
Iran’s position, stepped back 
from its offer to cut about 
750,000 b/d from its output. 
Instead, Saudi Oil Minister. 

Hi sham Nazer said Friday the 

kingdom would only cut by 


500,000 b/d to help OPEC mop 
up excess ofl and prevent a price 
crash in the northern spring. 

Senior OPEC delegates said 
this meant a bottom line of eight 
million b/d of Saudi production. 

“This is Don-negotiable," a 
senior official familiar with Saudi 
policy said, adding that Sheikh 
Nazer was acting on orders from 
Riyadh. 

“If they are really serious ab- 
out this then we are back to the 
.first day ” an Iranian delegate 
said Saturday. 

Friday's failure sent prices 
tumbling. U.S. oil futures lost 


more than 40 cents a barrel be- 
fore closing down 22 cents at 
$19.46, from a high of $19.83 on 
earlier reports OPEC was close to 
a deal. 

(XI markets were closed Satur- 
day as ministers resumed bilateral 
talks, visiting each others' hotel 
suites to work out a compromise. 

Saudi Arabia met Kuwait and 
the United Arab Emirates, which 
with Algeria have acted as the 
main channels of negotiations be- 
tween powerhouse Saudi Arabia 
and other OPEC members. 

“We have many proposals, 
we just have to choose one,” 


Kuwait's Oil Minister Hamoud 
Abdullah A1 Rqobah said as be 
entered the Saudi suite. 

Saudi Arabia’s action has made 
some members suspect it does not 
folly back the 22.5 million b/d 
ceiling. Delegates said the Saudis 
could be aiming for a ceiling of 
22.7 to 22-8 million. 

“I am convinced they want to 
keep the price low, and the way 

to do that is by keeping produc- 
tion up,” a non- Arab delegate 
said. 

Alarmed that the average price 
for OPEC's basket of seven 
crudes has been stuck $4 below 


the group’s target of $21 a barrel, 
many members in desperate need 
of more petrodollar; want a d? q| 
that will help shore up prices. 

But delegates said members 
were wary of granting Saudi Ara- 
bia a big share of total output in 
return for agreeing a low ceiling, 
afraid such a deal would entrench 
Riyadh's dominance. 

Saudi Arabia’s pumping pro- 
wess, proven by its ability to 
boost output 60 per cent after the 
Gulf crisis drained Iraqi and 
Kuwaiti oil from the market, has 
lei it grab more than a third of 
OPEC’s production from less 


than a quarter before the crisis. 

That sets the stage for more 
bruising negotiations when 
Kuwait and Iraq have resumed 
full production. 

“I think they (the Saudis) are 
rehearsing for when Iraq comes 
back,” the Iranian delegate said. 

fraq, refusing to accept U.N. 
terms for a resumption of oil 
exports, is pumping aboui 
400,000 b/d. far less than its 
pre-war capacity of just over 
three million b/d. 



Khn II -Sung 


Kim hikes 
wages for 

N. Koreans 


BEIJING (R) — North Korea’s 
leader Kim E-Sung has decreed a 
steep pay rise next month for the 
nation’s workers, the official new 
China Agency said Saturday. 

Under his orders North Ko- 
rean workers, technicians and 
government employees will get 
an across-the-board 43.4 per cent 
pay hike as of March 1, the 
agency reported in a dispatch 
from Pyongyang. 

“Hie annual annuity of social 
security will be up 50.7 per cent 
and student’s stipends up 33 per 
cent,” the news agency said. 

It was not dear where the 
money would come from in a 
nation desperate for foreign cash 
following a withdrawal of aid by 
the economically-strapped for- 
mer Soviet Union. 

The news agency did not say 
how many North Koreans would 
benefit, nhr did it say why he 
made such a dramatic display of 
largesse. 

Mr. Kim, who has led North 
Korea for more than four de- 
cades, also decreed that the state 
would pay farmers 26.2 per cent 
more on the state purchasing 
price for rice and a 44.8 per cent 
hike for corn. « 

• “Purchasing prices will be also 
raised for some other farm pro- 
ducts, so as to increase the 
income of the farmers,” it said. 

Retail prices for grain would 
remain unchanged, it said. 


EC and EFTA 
strike deal to set up 
world’s biggest market 


BRUSSELS (R) — Hie Euro- 
pean Community (EC) and the 
seven-nation European Free 
Trade Association (EFTA) 
struck a final deal Friday clearing 
the way for the creation of the 
world's biggest single market. 

“We have signed a declaration 
that formalises the conclasioa of 
negotiations,” EFTA Secretary 
-General Georg Reisch told 
reporters after day-long St. 
Valentine's Day negotiations. 

“Our delegation is very happy 
that we have now concluded this 
last phase of the negotiations. We 
are very happy with the results,” 
said Horst Krenzler, who led 
negotiations on behalf of the 
Community. 

The accord will unite 12 EC 
countries with seven EFTA na- 
tions to create a market of 376 
million people stretching from 
the Arctic to the Mediterranean, 
to be known as the European 
Economic Area (EEA). 

Mr. Krenzler, director general 
of trade and external relations at 
the European Commission, 
added: “Hus ends ... I think the 
most complex negotiations which 
we have ever conducted on behalf 
of the European Community and 
the European Commission.” 

The agreement was almost 
scuppered in December when the 
European Court of Justice, the 
EC’s highest legal body, said 
plans to* set up a joint EC/EFTA 
court breached foe Community's 
founding treaty. 


Since then the two sides have 
straggled to find a legal formula 
to resolve foe problem through a 
compromise that would respect 
foe Court of Justice's preroga- 
tives to rale on EC law but also 
allay EFTA nations' fears of los- 
ing sovereignty. 

The last and tnost difficult 
problem was to devise a legal 
system with provisions for resolv- 
ing disputes over competence for 
overseeing legislation in the plan- 
ned single market. Agreement on 
that was foe final piece in the 
jigsaw, Mr. Krenzler said. 

There is one cloud still hanging 
over the agreement — the 
Strasbourg-based European Par- 
liament, which has to ratify the 
accord Uke the 19 national parlia- 
ments, said Friday that it wanted 
to agreement sent back to the 
Court of Justice for a further 
opinion. 

“The parliament has the power 
to delay it month by month by 
month," a parliament spokesman 
said. 

The Commission and EC gov- 
ernments have already said they 
will not refer the new accord back 
to the court for fear of further 
delaying the accord. 

No date has as yet been set for 
initialling the accord but both 
sides say they aim to sign foe 
document in early March. 

The idea is. to implement foe 
agreement on Jan. i, 1993 — the 
same date as foe European Com- 
munity’s own single market. 


Le Monde 
$5.2m loss 


PARIS (R) — France's indepen- 
dent daily newspaper Le Monde 
lost 28 million francs ($5.2 mil- 
lion) in 1991 because of a slump 
in advertising revenue, and could 
only hope to break even this year. 

Director Jacques Lesourne said 
that despite a price increase and 
cuts in staff and running costs foe 


reports 
in 1991 


USAir receives approval to 
buy Continental assets 


ARLINGTON, . Virginia (Agen- 
cies) — 'USAir has received 
approval from foe U.S. Federal 
Bankruptcy Court to purchase 
Continental Airlines’ 62 jet and 
46 commuter take-off and landing 
slots at New York’s LaGaardia 
Airport and six jet take-off and 
landing slots at Washington 
D.C.’s National Airport as well 
as Continental’s facilities at 
LaGuardia for a total cost of $61 
million. 

USAir announced its intention 
to purchase these assets last 
November pending court approv- 
al. USAir was. awarded the assets 
under the terms previously 
negotiated with Continental. 


“This approval is a very posi- 
tive step in our strategic growth 
progranme,*’ said Seth Schofield, 
USAir president “Expansion of 
our service at New York and 
Washington will help make us a 
more effective competitor as we 
will be able to enter new markets 
and improve oar service in ex-* 
isting markets. When completed 
in August 1992, the new East End 
Passenger Terminal at LaGuardia 
will be foe premier facility for 
customers at LaGuardia in terms 
of convenience and comfort” 

USAir anticipates starting to 
ojrerate flights with the new slots 
this month. 
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Kim Basinger 

TOO HOT 
TO HANDLE 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 1030 
p.m. 




Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Eddie Murpby & Nick Nolle 

ANOTHER 48 HOURS 

Shorn: 1230, 330, 6:15, 830, 1030 

Special shows lor children on Thursdays 
and Fridays at 11:30 a.m. 

The Fox And The Hoand 


; -4, 



Tel: W»7i 

NabO Al Mashfaii Theatre 








Every day starting from Thursday Feb. 13. 
You meet the stars of Hare! Abu Awwad 
Family in their play. 

ata man Al Shaklabah 
(Somersault Time) 

at 8 p.m. 

Tickets office open daily 




Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Noor Al Sharif 
in 

Nafi Al All 

Arabic 

Shows: 3:30, 630, 8:30. 1030 p.m. 



highly respected evening news- 
paper lost 13 million French 
francs ($2.4 million) more than 
forecast. Its loss in 1990 was 39 
million francs ($7.3 million). 

“Our aim for 1992 is to break 
even,” Mr. Lesourne wrote in the 
paper. 

He said be would be looking 
for further ways of saving money 
without sacrificing quality. 

Mr. Lesourne said he would try 
to avoid a further increase in the 
cover price — now six francs 
($1.10) — but foe newspaper's 
principles came first. 


Kohl breaks opposition block 
to pass German tax reform 


BONN (R) — Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl's government broke an 
opposition blockade and pushed 
a tax reform package through 
Germany's upper bouse of parlia- 
ment Friday that will help in- 
crease funds for foe depressed 
east of foe country. 

Opposition Social Democrats 
(SPD) from eastern Germany 
broke ranks with their western 
counterparts to approve a bill 
that will raise value-added tax 
(VAT) by one tier cent to 15 per 
cent from 1993, boost child welfare 
payments and cut corporate 
taxes. 

Brandenburg SPD state pre- 
mier Manfred Stolpe led the east- 
ern SPD revolt, arguing that 
money was needed fast to con- 
tinue rebuilding eastern Ger- 
many's struggling economy. 

“Brandenburg supports the bill 
because of the misery in the state, 
which we want to overcome.” 
Mr. stople told a debate in the 
upper house, which represents 
Germany's 16 regional states. 

The bill included a compromise 
provision, offered by Finance 
Minister Theo Waigel to win SPD 
support, that raises to 37 per cent 
from 35 per cent the state govern- 
ments’ share of VAT revenue. 

Another compromise allocates 
all revenue from the one per cent 
VAT rate rise to a fund dedicated 
to financing eastern German eco- 
nomic recovery since unification 
in October 1990. 

The bill will add some 33 bil- 


lion marks ($20 billion) between 
1992 and 1994 to the coffers of 
the five east German states while 
west German states will receive 
about seven billion marks ($4.3 
billion). 

Brandenburg and the city-state 
of Berlin, where the SPD is also a 
coalition partner, cast their votes 
for foe bill after last-minute talks 
Thursday with Mr. Waigel. 

In a new pledge made in those 
talks, Mr. Waigel said Bonn 
would grant one-time aid of 1.5 
billion marks ($900 million) to 
poorer states and raise monthly 
child support payments from 50 
marks ($30) during the current 
legislative period. 

The SPD last year blocked Mr. 
Kohl's first effort to get foe bill 
through the upper house and 
western-led SPD state heads had 
sworn to do the same this time. 

Flexing political muscle after 
state election victories gave them 
an upper house majority last 
year, the SPD argued that foe tax 
bill would unfairly burden ordin- 
ary people while giving com- 
panies tax relief. 

The reforms were approved 
Thursday by the lower house of 
parliament, controlled by Mr. 
Kohl’s Christian Democrats 
(CDU) and their Free Democra- 
tic Party (FDP) coalition allies. 

Bonn's VAT hike conforms 
with an agreement by European 
Community finance ministers last 
year to set a minimum VAT rate 
of 15 per cent EC-wide from 1993 


as pan of creating a single Euro- 
pean market. 

Germany’s upper house of par- 
liament Friday also approved a 
law curbing illegal exports of 
arms and military technology. 

But. in a separate resolution, 
the opposition-dominated Bun- 
desrat regretted that the law 
allowed authorities to tap phones 
and open mail of suspected firms. 

The law was approved by the 
lower house of Bundestag last 
month and although it had to be 
approved by the Bundesrat, the 
opposition Social Democrats 
could only delay and not block it. 

It was the second version of a 
bill originally introduced last year 
by Economics Minister Juergen 
Moellemann. following embar- 
rassing revelations that German 
firms may have helped Iraq and 
Libya build up arsenals. 

The Bundestag rejected the 
phone-tapping provisions last 
year as invasions of privacy and it 
was resubmitted with such actions, 
requiring prior legal permission. 

Under the new law, firms ex- 
porting arms or technical know- 
how to sensitive areas of the 
world without government 
approval face stiffer fines, prison 
terms and possible confiscation of 
profits. 

There will also be a new export 
monitoring office working with 
the German customs service to 
examine consignments more 
closely. 


Buyers snap up Robert 
Maxwell’s possessions 


LONDON (R) — Late media 
tycoon Robert Maxwell’s silk- 
draped double bed, auctioned 
Friday with other possessions 
from his London apartment, will 
grace the “scandal suite” of a 
hotel in foe west of England. 

Hotelier Shirley Gardner 
bought the bed for £1 ,400 pounds 
($2,500) when the entire contents 
of Maxwell’s London home — 
from wastepaper bins to antique 
furniture — went on sale at au- 
ctioneers Southeby’s. 

The auction raised £472,472 
($838,500) to help repay creditors 
of Maxwell’s empire, which col- 


DOG FOR SALE 

Boxer aged five months with training indoors and out- 
doors, brown, German origin. Ready to supply any type of 
dogs from abroad. 

Call us at tel.: 655136 


WANTED 

Diplomatic or foreign duty unpaid car. 

Please call 694351 Ext.: 706 


Appointment of 
an Executive Secretary 

A Private Share Development Co. wishes to employ an Executive 
Secretary (male or female) with a minimum experience of (10) years, to 
work with the Board of Directors and the General Manager, full time. 
Applicants must have experience in general administration and account- 
ing. in addition to word processing, Arabic and English fluently. 
Work conditions and salary will be related to the applicants qualifications 
and experience. 

implications are to be submitted to the “Personnel Officer”, 
P.O.Box 5278 — Amman and will be dealt with In strict 
confidence. 

An appointment for a pencnal Interview mill then be arranged. 


lased after his mysterious death at 
sea. 

The sum will not meet even a 
fraction of foe millions missing 
from Maxwell's global publishing 

empire. 

Souvenir-seekers paid hugely 
inflated prices for Maxwell's most 
intimate possessions. His monog- 
rammed bathrobe, slippers and 
towels, valued by Sotheby's at 
around £150 ($265) fetched 
£1,100 ($1,950). 

Amid heated bidding, a limited 
edition print of Maxwell's yacht 
Lady Ghislaine, valued at around 
£30 ($53.25), sold for £900 
($1,600). 

Mr. Gardner, who spent more 
than £10,000. ($17,800) on Max- 
well Memorabilia to furnish her 
hotel in Dorset, was delighted 
with her bargains. 

_ Her hotel’s “scandal suite” will 
give guests a feel of what life was 
Uke for Robert Maxwell, she 
said. 

"People can do whatever they 
want in it and at least they know 
they are not doing anything worse 
than the chap who had foe bed 
did,” said Ms. Gardner, 39. 

The hundreds of bargain- 
hunters and voyeurs who tamed 
up for the sale got a glimpse of 
Maxwell’s opulent lifestyle 
among ornate mahogany and 


rosewood furniture, French and 
Scandinavian oil paintings and 
hand-made carpets. 

The burly tycoon left behind 
several cases of champagne and 
fine wine and a range of kitchen 
appliances, including machines to 
make cappuccino coffee, ice 
cream and toasted sandwiches. 

Maxwell, whose weight had 
ballooned to more than 127 kilog- 
rammes at the time of his death, 
left behind a fitness workout 
bench and two sets of bathroom 
scales. 

Even persona] items, like Max- 
well’s cherished baseball caps, 
one inscribed with the word 
“Guvnor," and photographs of 
him posing with U.S. politician 
Jesse Jackson and with Nelson 
and Winnie Mandela, went under 
the hammer. 

The Sun newspaper paid 
£1 ,100 ($1 ,950) for Maxwell’s col- 
lection of hats, and foe photo- 
graphs raised £400 ($710). 

Maxwell, who guarded his pri- 
vate life and business deals with a 
barrage of lawyers’ writs, kept 
two paper shredders and a fax 
machine in the apartment, on the 
10th floor above his company's 
headquarters. 

They were snapped up at the 
auction too. 


THE PEC OF INDIA LTD. 

( A Govt, of India Parastatal) 
Invites you to an exclusive 

BUYER-SELLER MEET 
(16th to 25th Feb. 1992) 

PRODUCT RANGE: 


Furnished Apartment or Villa 

Wanted 

Family seeking modem 3-bedroom place 
with furniture, appliances, telephone, gril- 
led windows, garage. Located between 
5th-8th Circles. 

Please call tel. 689192 
between 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 


* Leather Garments 

* Textiles 

* Medical 
Disposables 

* Scientific & 
Education Equip. 

* Army Uniforms 

* Blankets & Tents 

* Jerry Cans 

* Valves 

* Vick Stoves 

* Lanterns 

* Thermoware 


* Readymade Garments 

* Household Appliances 

* Shoe Uppers 

* Foodstuff like Rice, 
Spices, Tea, Coffee 

* Soya Bean Meal 

* Engg. Goods 

* Bulk Drugs 

* Cast Iron Manhole 
Covers 

* Wood for Furniture/ 
Construction 

* Electric Iron 


Venue: Hotel Philadelphia Int. 

Contact: Mr. B.S. Sabnani 
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TOKYO (R) — More than 100 
Japanese legislators accepted 
payoffs from the head of a big 
transport firm, some taking bil- 
lions of yen (millions of dollars) 
each, according to allegations in 
Iho leading Tokyo dailies - 
In interviews with Asahi Shi- 
hun and Mainichi Shim bun, 
Yasuo Matsuzawa, one of four 
men arrested Friday in a huge 
leans scam, said about 13Q Diet 
(parliament) members were in- 

Tclal payoffs may have 
r-sachsd SO billion yen ($640 mil- 
lion.:, lie was quoted as saying. 

In parliament Prime Minister 
I-Vich Mivazawa's ruling party 
to break a deadlock over 
::;j budget bill debate which has 
rev; been stalled for 11 days. 

; : position parties vowed to 
ue boycotting proceedings 
former Prime Minister 
a Suzuki. Mr. Miyazawa’s 
yor.fcal mentor, testified on 
:n-::her political funding scandal. 

commentators believe 
tlvs latest allegations involving 
ih? '..licking firm Tokyo Sagawa 
'Cy-bin could develop into 
largest post-war political 

sc --a dal. 

Socialist Parry Secretary- 
General Sadao Yamahana has no 
deu'ets. “This case will surpass 
CC-'I the recruit and Lockheed 
scandals in depth and in 
breath," he said Friday. 

•n the 1970s, Prime Minister 
: Tanaka was implicated in 

f p:.*ions of kickback payments 
.7;.—. ale U.S. aircraft manufac- 
.vrrr Lockheed. 

T r the late 1980s, several top 
parry politicians including 
7f.-.z Minister Nobom Takeshi ta 
I /if. Miyazawa, who was then 
bruise minister, had to resign 
c--?r links to the recruit “shares- 
.c --.favours" scandal. 

Friday’s arrests marked a 
i rjJsthrough for state prosecu- 
tors after more than a year of 
undercover investigations into 
7c :yo Sagawa Kyubin, an affili- 
ate of Japan's second tracking 
’rid parcel delivery company. 

A senior prosecutor said they 
stemmed from charges of com- 
mercial breach of trust brought 
a ;r : iist former company Presi- 
de r:t Hiroyasu Watanabe and an 
associate over huge sums ex- 
tended to smaller firms in the 
of improper direct and in- 
loans as well as loan 
—r.rtmtees. 

Tokyo police were investigat- 
•r. •• similar loans which Mr. Wata- 
r.al c extended to firms linked to 
t.j.* Inagawa-Kai, Japan's second 
breest crime syndicate. 

‘n return for these dubious 
'.02:1s, press reports said Mr. 
: -/atanabe and his colleague re- 
:cv ed kickbacks which were used 
'.r create a secret slush fund for 
-c/tiriars of both the ruling and 
?- 'osition parties. 

a an interview with Asahi 
Tr'riibun given some time before 
arrest. Mr. Matsuzawa was 
•j.'ted as saying: “About 130 
77'uicians came to get money 
rr:m former President Wata- 

■ sahi quoted him as saying 
so- vs of them received several* 
ri!.:on yen each. 

'The amount which ex- 
7 resident Watanabe handed 
iceJitidans) was between 50 mil- 
li-or yen and 1(B) million yen 
•\?-T0‘CO0 and $800,000) at least 
ec.h time." Mr. Matsuzawa said. 

viainichi Shim bun quoted Mr. 
I.b'suzawa as saying prosecutors 
rr.ic'it know the names of about 
IZO politicians not only from the 
ruing Liberal Democratic Party 
;LDP) but also from the opposi- 
Socialists, the Komeito 
(Z : .~ an Government Party) and 
irs Democratic Socialist Party. 

"Should the Tokyo prosecu- 
;ors‘ office summon and arrest 
o-.em, Japan will be finished." 
Mainichi quoted him as saying. 

Mr. Matsuzawa said that. 
Oosed on what he had heard from 
Tokyo Sagawa officials, the com- 
■jrny had paid politicians a total 
j; between 70 and 80 billion yen 
T^560 and 640 million). 

“I heard that five politicians 
■- -d each received more than five 
’-.illion yen ($40 million). At least 
5ve people connected with poli- 
tical circles visited Tokyo Sagawa 
Everyday,*’ he told Mainichi. 

' Mr. Matsuzawa was quoted as 
telling Asahi: “(Watanabe) had a 
~binet minister appointed by a 
^ngle telephone call in front of 
ne. (He) asked an LDP boss." 

He said Mr. Watanabe hosted 
regular restaurant meetings of 
about 20 LDP legislators and 
oave each of them a cash gift. 

** TK*» dailv Yomiuri Shimbun 


emoted Mr. Watanabe’s arrested 
former colleague. Jun Saotome, 
as saying in an interview; 
"Although Tokyo Sagawa is said 
to have backed as may as 200 
national legislators, the number 
was not that high." 



Commonwealth leaders 
split on national armies 


MINSK, Belarus (R) — Com- 
monwealth leaders have failed to 
resolve differences over creating 
national armies from the former 
Soviet Union's vast conventional 
forces. , 

Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk told a news conference 
Friday that the leaders would 
stick by an earlier agreement on 
joint command of mid ear forces. 

But two rival camps emerged 
on the issue of non-nuclear 
forces. 

Leaders of the 11 former Soviet 
republics held talks in the Be- 
larussian capital Minsk Friday 
that were dominated by military 
issues. Several agreements were 
reached but many key issues were 
put off until the next summit on 
March 20 in Kiev. 

"Two groups of Common- 
wealth members were created — 
one group agreed to unified con- 
trol of the armed forces and one 
group agreed to create its own 
armed forces," Mr. Kravchuk 
said. 

Ukraine, Moldova and Azer- 
baijan supported national armies. 

The other eight states agreed to 
unified forces but Belarus, which 
proposed a two-year transition 
period, and Uzbekistan express- 
ed reservations. 

Russia and Ukraine, the two 
most powerful Commonwealth 
states, at odds for weeks over 
control of the Black Sea Fleet, 
again appeared at opposite ends 
of the spectrum. 

But Kravchuk denied that the 
differences over conventional 
armed forces threatened the fu- 
ture of the Commonwealth, cre- 
ated in December on the ruins of 
the Soviet Union. 

He told reporters after the 
news conference: “The fact that 
half of the member states want 
their own armies is of no signifi- 
cance to the Commonwealth ... 
The Commonwealth is concerned 
mainly with economic ques- 
tions." 

Mr. Kravchuk said 20 docu- 


ments were signed at the Minsk 
meeting, including accords on 
strategic arms, social protection 
for troops and ensuring material 
supplies for servicemen. 

He also said some important 
economic agreements were 
reached, including coordination 
of electricity and railways, and 
ways of regulating trade and eco- 
nomic cooperation. But he gave 
no details of any of the docu- 
ments. 

“The main thing is to restore 
economic links between enter- 
prises, he said. “There are and 
mil be disagreements because the 
Commonwealth is a new body 
which is trying to define the rules 
governing mutual relations." 

Putting aside their obvious dif- 
ferences, Russia and Ukraine 
signed a protocol on establishing 
diplomatic relations. 

Two other Commonwealth 
members, Armenia and Azerbai- 
jan, appeared as far apart as ever 
as fresh fighting was reported 
around the disputed territory of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Azerbaijan's President Ayaz 
MutaJibov left die Minsk meeting 
for home urgently because of a 
large-scale Armenian offensive in 
the enclave, an Azeri spokes- 
man said. Armenian leader 
Levon Ter-Petrosyan said he had 
no information on this. 

Mr. Kravchuk said he still be- 
lieved in the future of the Com- 
monwealth. “If people under- 
stand that this is a critical hour, 
and they must stop arguing and 
do what is necessary for people, 
then the documents which we 
have adopted will work." 

Commonwealth Commander- 
in Chief Yevgeny Shaposhnikov, 
confirmed in his post at Friday’s 
meeting, also assessed the results 
of the Minsk meeting positively, 
saying: 

“In such a collective not every- 
thing can be done so quickly, but 
the steps we have taken today 
were very important. I am satis- 
fied." 


Mr. Kravchuk, who earlier 
reiterated his regrets at approving 
Marshal Shaposhinikov’s 
appointment in December, said 
the commander or his deputies 
had been responsible for most of 
the misunderstandings that have 
arisen in military policy. 

The Ukrainian leader met Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin after 
Friday's summit but the outcome 
of the talks was not known. “The 
results will be good,” Mr. Krav- 
chuk said. 

ITAR-TASS News Agency 
quoted Mr. Kravchuk as saying: 
“Perhaps a document on econo- 
mic relations between Russia and 
Ukraine will be signed.” 

He said Commonwealth lead- 
ers had adopted a special pro- 
tocol instructing foreign minsters 
to prepare a draft agreement for 
signing at next month's summit 
on implementing treaties on re- 
ducing strategic and conventional 
forces. 

TASS said parliaments had 
been recommended not to ratify 
the treaties before then. 

Belarussian leader Stanislav 
Sfaushkevicfa was quoted as saying 
his country was striving to be- 
come nuclear-free and neutral 
and he regarded the presence of 
Unified Forces as temporary. 

Russian television reported 
that two Azeri-populated villages 
in Nagorno-Karabakh had been 
burned down and that some 300 
their residents were picketing 
President Mutaiibov's office in 
Azerbaijan’s capital Baku. 

"They demanded that steps be 
taken to liberate the villages," 
the television report said. 

More than 1,000 people have 
been Irilied in the past four years 
in fighting between Armenians 
and Azeris over the mountainous 
enclave in the Caucasus. 

In a separate development, 
more than 400,000 soldiers sta- 
tioned in Ukraine have pledged 
their allegiance to the republic, 
Polish newspaper reported Fri- 
day. 
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A Hait i an reftgee taBcs to people outside a razor wire barrier at Gu antan a m o Bay U.S. Military 
in Cuba. 


U.S. government asks Supreme 
Court to allow Haitian repatriations 


8 former Soviet republics 
to join U.N. on Feb. 28 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
General Assembly will meet on 
Feb. 28 to admit eight former 
Soviet republics to the United 
Nations, a U.N. spokesman said 
Friday. 

Over the past few weeks the 
Security Council has endorsed 
applications for U.N. mem- 
bership from Kazakhstan, Ta- 
jikistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Armenia, Moldova and Turk- 
menistan. 

The council met later Friday 
and approved a similar applica- 
tion from Azerbaijan. 

Admission of the eight coun- 
tries will increase U.N. mem- 
bership from 166 to 174. 

Of the former Soviet republics, 
only Georgia has not so far ap- 
plied to join the world body. 

Russia, not previously a U.N. 
member, last December took the 
place of the defunct Soviet Un- 
ion. including its permanent seat 
on the 15-member Security Coun- 
cil. 

The three Baltic states, 
Lithuania. Latvia and Estonia, 
joined the United Nations last 
September, shortly after the 
then-Soviet Union recognised 
their independence. 

Ukraine and Byelorussia, now 
known as Belarus, were founder- 
members of the United Nations, 
even though their status as inde- 
pendent nations was a fiction 
until last year. They were given 
separate U.N. membership, apart 
from that held by the Soviet 
Union, to induce dictator Josef 
Stalin to join the world organisa- 
tion at the end of the World War 
II. 

Meanwhile a lone man, armed 
with a piece of fine sandpaper, 
wiped the Soviet Union off the 
face of an important U.N. globe 


Friday. 

“Having been born in the gen- 
eration of die cold war, this is 
kind of fun,** said cartographer 
Richard Rogers, reaching up 
from a ladder to change the 
National Geographic Society’s 
giant world globe. 

The globe displays the world to 
thousands of American school 
children, tourists and other visi- 
tors annually. 

The Soviet Union will not be 
replaced by the Commonwealth 
of Independent States, the gener- 
al term for the collection of new 
nations replacing the former 
Communist union. It will show 
only the independent states being 
born from the breakup of the 
Soviet Union, explained society 
spokeswoman Barbara Hand Fal- 
lon. 

In addition to the breakup of 
the Soviet Union Mr. Rogers was 
also dividing Yugoslavia into 
three parts: Slovenia, Croatia and 
a rump Yugoslavia. 

The globe — 11 feet (3.3 
metres) in diameter — was com- 
pleted in late 1988, replacing an 
earlier version that needed 
almost no changes in years on the 
job. 

Now society officials are updat- 
ing both the globe and its big 
world atlas, updated just 18 
months ago. 

When the new atlas came out 
at the end of 1990 officials were 
proud that they managed to in- 
clude the merger of east Ger- 
many and west Germany. They 
hoped that few further changes 
would be necessary. 

Now more than 70 maps in the 
volume have to be updated just 
to remove the name Soviet Un- 
ion. 


Zulu chief wants ANC 
military wing disbanded 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Zulu 
leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi 
urged the South African govern- 
ment Saturday to disband the 
military wing of Nelson Mande- 
la's African National Congress 
(ANC), branding it a “machine 
of death”. 

Dr. Buthelezi. in remarks read 
on his behalf at a memorial ser- 
vice, said political violence 
threatened to destroy a national 
peace accord brokered last 
September, and democracy talks 
which got under way in Decem- 
ber. 

The fnkatha Freedom Party 
(IFP) leader is currently visiting 
the United States and his remarks 
were contained in a memorial 
tribute to fFP founding member 
Winnington Sabelo, slain by an 
unknown gunman last week. 

"This hideousness must now 
stop. It is these acts of brutal 
violence, perpetrated for political 


reasons by political organisations 
who sign national peace 
accords... that will finally tear up 
the peace accord and rip right 
into the negotiating process to 
destory it," he said. 

More than 5,000 people have 
died in the last two years, in 
clashes often pitting ANC and 
Inkatha followers against each 
other. 

Mr. Sabelo was the most prom- 
inent of nearly 200 Inkatha aides 
killed in recent years. Dr. 
Buthelezi said. 

“The South African govern- 
ment must now be told quite 
simply that enough is really 
enough. More must be done to 
halt violence," he declared. 

He urged President F.W. De 
Klerk to act on his own demand 
last December that the ANCs 
armed wing, Umkhonto We 
Sizwe (Spear of the Nation), be 
disbanded. 


Peru rebels 
blast police 
van, kill 4 

LIMA (R) — Maoist guerrillas 
blew up a Peruvian police van 
Friday, killing four policemen 
and wounding five during a one- 
day strike, police sources said. 

Three policemen died when 
Staining Path guerrillas detonated 
a 40 kilomgramme bomb made of 
anpbo, an explosive used in min- 
ing, as their van patrolled the 
poor district of Comas, about 20 
kilometres north east of Lima, 
the sources said. 

Another policeman aied in 
hospital of severe wounds, the 
sources added. 

Shining Path has called the 
“armed strike" to protest against 
the government’s drastic anti- 
inflation policies. 

At least 16 people, including 10 
policemen, have been killed in an 
upsurge of urban violence before 
the stoppage, police said. 

Prime Minister Alfonso de Los 
Heros told repoters, "Peruvians 
have shown that this is the time to 
work." 

A police spokesman told Reir- 
ter that police intelligence be- 
lieves that Shining Path used 500 
armed guerrillas, bolstered by re- 
bels from the jungle, to carry out 
the selective killings and bomb- 
ings this week. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. government Friday strongly 
defended before the Supreme 
Court its right to repatriate Hai- 
tain boat people by force. 

Solicitor General Kenneth 
Starr asked the justices to reject 
an appeal by human rights 
lawyers for the Haitians. He 
made his argument shortly after a 
senior U.S. House member 
joined human rights groups in 
demanding that foe refugees be 
given protection in the United 
States. 

About 15,000 Haitians have 
tried to enter the United States 
since a Sept. 30 military coup 
ousted President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide. Most were picked up at 
sea and taken to foe U.S. Navy 
base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 
and are now being sent back to 
Haiti. 

“We respectfuly submit that it 
is time for this court to determine 
that ‘enough is enough,’” Mr. 
Starr said in the 44-page legal 
document filled with the nine 
justices. 

“Further judicial interference 
will only make matters worse," 
be said in asking that the Sup- 
reme Court allow foe controver- 


sial repatriations to continue. 

Earlier, representative John 
Conyers told a news conference 
that President George Bush 
should let the refugees stay in the 
United States until Democracy 
was restored in Haiti. 

The Michigan Democrat also 
announced that a key committee 
he chair ed would investigate the 
U.S. government's treatment of 
foe Haitians. 

Mr. Conyers was joined by 
representatives of Amnesty Inter- 
national USA and American 
Watch, which said human rights 
violations were continuing. 

At foe Supreme Court, Mr. 
Starr responded to a Friday after- 
noon deadline in explaining the 
administration's legal position in 
the nearly three-month-old court 
battle. A ruling in the case could 
come at any time. 

Meanwhile in Haiti, police 
swooped on a hotel where politic- 
al badeer of the ousted president 
were meeting Friday in an appa- 
rent attempt to intimidate them, 
political sources said. 

Soldiers also arrested a priest 
who is an outspoken supporter of 
ousted President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide, Catholic church-run 


Radio Soleil reported. 

There were no arrests or vio- 
lence when about 20 uniformed 
and plainclothes officers swooped 
on the hotel where some 30 mem- 
bers of the pro-Aristide National 
Front for Change and Democracy 
were meeting. 

The uniformed -officers ho- 
vered outside while plainclothes- 
men wandered the lobby and the 
bar, giving no explanation for 
their presence. 

The visible shaken politicians 
dispersed warily after the police 
left. 

“They are trying at all cost to 
create a climate of fear to neutral- 
ise us and force us underground." 
said Port-Au-Prince Mayor 
Evans Paul, a Front spokesman 
who was among those at foe hotel 

spent three months in 
hiding after he was badly beaten 
by soldiers on Oct. 7. He re- 
turned Wednesday after a month 
of medical treatment in Canada. 

Plainclothes police in foe im- 
poverished Caribbean nation 
raided a meeting of political lead- 
en on Jan. 25, beat them and 
gunned down one of their body- 
guards. 


Truce violated, 3 killed in Croatia 


BELGRADE (R) — Three peo- 
ple were Saturday reported killed 
in fighting in newly-independent 
Croatia, renewing fears that the 
truce could collapse. 

At least 10 people have died 
this week in the worst outbreak of 
fighting between Croatian forces' 
and Serbian irregulars backed by 
the Yugoslav army since the Un- 
ited Nations negotiated a cease- 
fire in Yugoslavia on Jan. 3. 

The violence has prompted 
fresh calls for the U.N. to send 
peacekeeping troops to Yugosla- 
via as soon as possible. 

A Croatian National Guards- 
man was shot dead during foe 
night near foe village of Cepin, 
south of Osijek in eastern 
Croatia, Croatian radio reported 
Saturday. 

It said two guardsmen died and 
two others were wounded when 
mines exploded near Osijek. The 
town has come under regular fire 
during foe truce and was hit by 
more than 30 shells Friday. 

Artillery fire was reported near' 
Stsak in central Croatia and ex- 
plosions in Kariovac, south of 
Zagreb. 

Fearing foe almost eight-month 
conflict could flare again, U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Gbali 


Thursday recommended the 
rapid deployment of about 13,000 
peacekeepers in Croatia. 

Some 31 nations have .been 
asked to contribute troops, offic- 
ers, police and other personnel 
for the operation. 

Full approval by the U.N. 
Security Council is expected next 
week and advance units could 
arrive in early March. 

Infantry battalions are ex- 
pected from nations including 
Argentina, Nigeria. France, 
Pakistan and Russia. Other coun- 
tries are providing logistical sup- 
port. 

Many Yugoslavs believe the 
arrival of U.N. troops will help 
bring peace after fighting which 


negotiations.” 

Belgrade-based Tanjug News 
Agency said Croatian forces laun- 
ched an artillery and mortar 
attack late Friday on Yugoslav 
army positions at a military air- 
port near the Adriatic port of 
Zadar. 

Croatian radio reported shoot- 
ing around foe mediaeval Adria- 
tic resort of Dubrovnik and shell- 
ing on a nearby island. 

Hardline Serbs in Croatia still 
oppose foe plan and Croatian 
government officials have ex- 
pressed reservations even though 
President Franjo Tudjman trad 
given his unconditional backing. 
Croatian Foreign Minister 


has killed 6,000 people and made Zvommir Separovic said Friday 
more than half a million people ^sgrub accepted the plan as only 


homeless since Croatia declared 
independence last June. 

“The arrival of the ‘blue hel- 
mets’... does not necessarily 
mean that peace really will be 
guaranteed,” foe Belgrade daily 
Politika said in an editorial Satur- 
day. 

“But (they) are... almost irre- 
placeable to start cooling crazed 
war passions and hot- beads, with- 
out which it would be virtually 
impossible to start... political 


alternative to war but foe U.N. 
operation would delay and not 
prevent Croatia regaining terri- 
tory seized by Serbs. 

Milan Babic, leader of Krajina, 
the main Serbian enclave in 
Croatia, warned foe U.N. The 
arrival of U.N. troops without his 
approval could spark fresh fight- 
ing in the area. 

He announced a referendum 
last week on foe U.N. plan in 
Krajina for Feb. 22 and 23. 


Democrats asked to reconsider White House race 


WASHINGTON (R) — Demo- 
crats are asking party 
heavyweights to reconsider enter- 
ing the U.S. presidential cam- 
paign because one-time favourite 
Bill Clinton has been hit by rows 
about extra-marital affairs and 
the Vietnam War draft. 

But those who ducked out of 
the race for who will challenge 
Republican President George 
Bush so far look unlikely to 
change their minds, although late 
announcements could be made 
soon after next week's New 
Hampshire primary. 

Those being urged to run in- 
clude Texan Senator Lloyd Bent- 
sen, New York Governor Mario 
Cuomo and Honse majority lead- 
er Richard Gephardt of Missouri. 

In a brief interview, Sen. Bent- 
sen, the party's vice presidential 
nominee in 1988, said be was 
getting calls from all over the 
country. But he is not including 
to change his mind and ran. 

A spokesman for Mr. Cuomo 
said foe governor has received 
letters, some with donations, “all 
of which are returned with a 
letter from foe governor thanking 
foe mdividnab but stating be is 
not a candidate." 

An aide to Mr. Gephardt said 
although “a lot of gracious and 
well-meaning people on and off 
Capitol Hill are encouraging him 
to revise the decision he made ... 
be is not a candidate." 

Sen. Bentsen, Mr. Gephardt 
and Mr. Cuomo are being con- 


tacted because many Democrats 
are dissatisfied with foe party's 
field of five major candidates 
running in Tuesday’s New Hamp- 
shire primary. 

Mr. Clinton, the Arkansas gov- 
ernor and once the favourite, has 
been damaged by questions about 
his personal life. 

On Wednesday, he released a 
1969 letter showing be wanted to 
avoid fighting in Vietnam. But he 
denies being a draft-dodger. Mr. 
Clinton has also rejected renewed 
allegations about adultery. 

Latest polls put Mr. Clinton 
well behind former Mas-- 
sachusetts Senator Paul Tsongas 
in foe important test Tuesday. 

But Mr. Tsongas is seen as a 
regional candidate with little sup- 
port in vital southern states. For- 
mer California Governor Kerrey 
are generally dismissed as un- 
electable or inexperienced. 

Entry into the race may well be 
timed for shortly after the New 
Hampshire primary. That is what 
happened in 1968, When the late 
Senator Robert Kennedy of New 
York entered the race. 

He was emboldened by the 
anti-Vietnam War fervour that 
brought former Senator Eugene 
McCarthy of Minnesota 42 per 
cent of the Democratic vote and 
within 254 votes of beating foe 
president then, Lyndon Johnson. 

No one expects Mr. Bush’s 
Republican challenger, conserva- 
tive commentator Pat Buchanan, 
to do nearly so well. But the 


economy in New Hampshire 
makes Mr. Bush vulnerable and a 
strong showing by Mr. Buchanan 
could tempt Democrats still on 
the sidelines. 

Any Democrat who wants to 
enter the race would have to 
overcome rules designed to keep 
out latecomers. 

By Tuesday, filing deadlines 
will have passed for 27 state 
primaries, so it will be too late 
even to compete for about half of 
foe 4,287 delegates who will meet 
at the Democratic convention in 
New York between July 13 and 
16 formally to select the party’s 
nominee to run in foe November 
election. 

A new candidate would miss 
the March 10 southern primaries. 

Of the delegates not spoken 
for, 771 are officially uncommit- 
ted. That could help a latecomer., 
But a pool of only about one- 
third of foe pledged delegates win 
be available to be contested late 
in the nomination process. 

A majority of delegates is 
needed for nomination. 

In addition, the political troops 
— consultants, pollsters and foe 
like — who might work for Mr. 
Cuomo, Sen. Bentsen and Mr. 
Gephardt have already made 
their commitments elsewhere. 

Meanwhile, President George 
Bush rebuked Japanese officials 
for denigrating U.S. workers and 
said he deplored “the ugliness 
and discriminatory undertones” 
of the growing trade dispute with 


Japan, in an interview published 
in foe Saturday editions of foe 
Boston Globe. 

“Getting into this bashing of 
each other is not the answer. But 
HI defend the work of foe Amer- 
ican worker, and I think it doesn't 
help when a Japanese official 
mocks the American worker," 
foe president said. 

Japan's Prime Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa and members of his 
government have questioned 
Americans' work ethic, accused 
them of being lazy and suggested 
their products were of inferior 
quality. 

“Frankly, there’s a little ugli- 
ness and discriminatory under- 
tones to this that I don’t like,” 
Mr. Bush said. 

On other issues, the president 
said it was too soon for the 
United States and other major 
industrial nations to prop up foe 
collapsing rouble in the former 
Soviet republics. - 

He called for "fundamental 
changes” in the system before the 
U.S. would back a move to estab- 
lish a multinational fund to stabil- 
ise the rouble. 

Turning to foe presidential 
election campaign, Mr. Bush 
broacbed the issue of attacks on 
the character of Democratic 
candidate Bill Clinton, saying he 
thought they were “quite unfair.” 

"Too much attention to outside 
issues. X mean that’s my view. Td 
like to keep cm foe issues them- 
selves," Mr. Bush said. 



Bush gets taxing 
valentine poem 

MANCHESTER. New Hamp- 
shire (R) — U.S. President 
George Bush received a not-ao- 
sweet Valentine's Day poem Fri- 
day from a New Hampshir e news - 
paper that endorsed his Republi- 
can opponent in Tuesday's pres- 
idential primary. The Union tead- 
er, which is backing conservative 
Patrick Buchanan for the Repub- 
lican nomination, took aim at Mr. 
Bush's 1988 campaign pledge, 
“read my lips, no new taxes.” 
The Manchester newspaper 
wrote: 

George Bush's lips were read 

And his promises were untrue. 

He chose to raise our taxes 

And leave us feeling Wue. 

So let's give to him a message 

That we voters don't approve 

Of his presidential dealings 

And we want to help him 
move. 

Rape victim’s 
photo and name on 
magazine cover 

NEW YORK (AP) — The beau- 
ty queen who has raped by boxer 
Mike Tyson gave a mass- 
drculation magazine permission 
to run her picture and name, the 
magazine said. A smiling photo- 
graph of Desiree Washington, 
who competed in the Miss Black 
America Pageant as Miss Rhode 
Island, appears on People maga- 
zine’s Feb. 24 cover along with a 
larger picture of Tyson. Ihe 
magazine quotes her as saying: “I 
didn't do it for fame. It was the 
right thing to do.” Tyson, the 
former heavyweight champion, 
was convicted Monday of rafting 
Washington, an 18-year-old 
Freshman at Providence College, 
in an Indianapolis hotel room last 
July. In Indianapolis. Judge Pat- 
ricia Gifford granted a defence 
request to delay Tyson’s sentenc- 
ing hearing by tlnee weeks, from 
March 6 to March 27, and sche- 
duling conflicts could make it 
even later, court officials said 
Thursday. Washington's personal 
lawyer in Rhode Island. Edward. 
Gerstein, had no comment on. the 
People magazine report. Two 
messages left on a answering 
machine believed to be Washing- 
ton’s in her hometown of Coven- 
try, Rhode Island, were not re- 
turned. 

New gene therapy 
firm seeks to stem 
AIDS-related cancer 

SEATTLE (R) — A newly cre- 
ated biotechnology firm and a 
research centre announced 
Thursday they have received 
U.S. government approval for 
human gene therapy trial of a 
potential treatment for people 
infected with the AIDS vims. 
The trial is (united to treatment of 
patients infected with human im- 
munodeficiency virus (HIV) who 
are undergoing bone marrow 
transplants for AIDS-related 
lymphoma. HTV causes AIDS. 
The initial study will begin im- 
mediately at the Fred .Hutchinson 
Cancer Centre in Seattle. More 
man 200,000 people in the United 
States have been diagnosed with 
acquired immune deficiency syn- 
drome (AIDS) and about 10,000 
^expected to be diagnosed with 
AIDS ^5 e,ated (yropboma this 
6 ene therpay trial, the 
nret of its kind to be approved for 
AIDS treatment, was unanimous- 
ly approved by foe U.S. National 
iMtmm* of Health, the company 
Targeted Genetics Corporation, 
said in a statement. 

Former patient 
doubts doctor’s word 
that she conceived 

^™A. Virginia (AP) 

of an infertil- 
J^dodor charged with fraud 
tejfied that although the doctor 
had convinced her wasnre- 

S!*? *5™* times . she now 

doubts whether she had ever con- 
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